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MAYFAIR HOUSE COMPLETION
After 16 months of construction Mayfair House wrapped up in May 2021 on
schedule, to the original programmed date despite a nationwide lockdown
during construction. At its peak there were 150 people on site daily. It was a
combined project for Precinct Properties (building owner) and the Department
of Corrections (tenant).
Mayfair house was a full gut job, it consisted of 13 floors of high quality fit
out lead by Joe Ketterer where no expense was spared. All new services
throughout the floors, upgrades to the three existing lifts and install of a new lift,
all new toilets to the core on each floor, end of trip facilities and a upgrade to
the existing stairwells all rounded out a high quality project.
However the new fit out stairwell is the main feature of the building and our
biggest challenge of the whole project. Lead by Ryan Cook it involved breaking
out a 10m x 10m void up through the centre of the building 10 stories high,
this created a challenge with restrictions on how many voids could be opened
at the same time so we had to ensure sequencing and programming with all
contractors on site to create a continuous work stream and maximise efficiency
on site. To assist in the loss of bracing to the existing slab, 1.8km of diaphragm
strapping plates were fixed to the slab with 14000 screw bolts.

With the location being behind 44 & 56 The Terrace access to site was difficult
with load restrictions of 2.5 tonne per axle for deliveries to site a loading zone
was created on Aurora Terrace. This meant that all concrete for the new stair
void had to be wheel barrowed from the street into the hoist and then placed at
each location. Overall there were over 2000 wheel barrows of concrete pushed
and placed on site. Additionally with both the new staircase and lift shaft,
164,000Kg’s of steel was installed.
In addition to all the works happening inside work was well underway on the
1200qm2 new roof replacement. With a cameo appearance from Fue Elisara to
kick start the works, Andrew Leary lead the team to get it over the line.
The roof works was a staged process involving removal of asbestos, demolition,
replacement with all new framing and completed with fibretite roof coverings.
Thankfully the 1200qm2 tent covering the entire roof meant we had no hold
ups. The new plant was lifted into place with a helicopter ready for the service
commissioning to commence within a very short time frame.
A huge transformation from its original state Mayfair House again is another
successful project for Precinct, and a very happy tenant in Department of
Corrections.

A NEW LIFE FOR MASSEY’S REFECTORY BUILDING
Refurbishment of Massey’s Refectory has had great reviews,
says Luke Presto. Photos David Aldred.
Constructed in 1930-31, the Refectory Building was the first building on
Massey University’s Palmerston North campus. Due to structural issues the
building lay unoccupied for over a decade until LT McGuinness were appointed
to carry out extensive strengthening works, restore heritage elements, install
modern services and fit out the interior. Since the end of 2019, a small team
has been working on the building led by Nathan, Luke, Jacob, Steve and Bruce
and joined by a number of the company’s carpenters including Eugene, who
all did a stint in the different area code.
The refurbishment process has been challenging right from the start when
multiple sources of unknown asbestos were discovered within the building.

Every element throughout it has been a bespoke design solution, driven for the
most part by LT McGuinness. In addition to complex strengthening upgrades,
works also included repairs to heritage fibrous plaster mouldings, fabrication of
replica heritage elements, removal of a non-original floor structure, reinstatement
of matai flooring and full replacement of the exterior plaster system.
All building services have been updated to modern systems and a small modern
building has been constructed to the side which now houses a lift and accessible
staircase.
On 10 August, over 60 past and present Massey employees attended the
re-opening of the building to great review. It is now home to the university’s vice
chancellor and her team. It will also be used for meetings, while functions will be
hosted in the impressive and refurbished Grand Hall.
Hello David and Dan,
I thought I should email you both to express Massey’s appreciation of your team
on the Refectory Project. I know there were many people involved at all levels
but in particular I would like to thank Nathan and Luke who have both provided
outstanding customer service and expertise.
Everyone knows this has been an extremely difficult project, and at times very
frustrating while the Design Team worked through many design issues. Despite
this, Luke and Nathan maintained a professional approach to everything and kept
the focus on delivering a quality outcome for Massey. This has now been realised
with Practical Completion to be issued later today and defects already being worked
on. Apparently Nathan and Luke were working to nearly midnight last night and were
both on site again early this morning.
So to summarise a fantastic effort by all, and in particular Nathan and Luke.

Luke and Nathan outside the
Refectory.

Brian Goldfinch
Massey University
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ONE QUEEN STREET
The cab in LTM’s new crane has one of
Auckland’s best offices, says Callum
Shepherd. Photos Cliff Lambert
1 Queen Street has kicked off with a significant
project milestone. With the help of Smith Crane’s
GMK400 and its 55m boom and 61m fly jib, LT
McGuinness’s brand new Liebherr 125 EC-B has
been erected to its new home 75m above Quay
Street on L19 of the building. Once fully in place,
the crane’s cab sits 100m above the street below
and it is without a doubt one of the best offices in
Auckland!
The crane’s erection did not come without its
challenges. The initial date was postponed a week
due to extremely high winds and testing weather
conditions.
The crew were also under strict time restraints
forcing a long Sunday night shift to have the crane
up and running late the next day. However, I think
everyone can agree that the hard work was more
than worth it when we can come in to work for
views like this (see top right).
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THE LIVING PĀ SETS NEW BAR FOR SUSTAINABILITY
LTM have been appointed preferred contractor for The Living Pā redevelopment by Victoria University of Wellington (VUW)
which will be Aotearoa’s most sustainable educational facility, says Max Christian.

VUW has developed this project as a living lab for Māori Studies.
The structure is designed to be fully self-resilient from its decentralised
infrastructure to providing all water required onsite through capturing
systems, onsite recycling of all grey and black water, and solar energy
production.
Living Pā proposes to meet the Living Future Institute’s internationally
recognised Living Building Challenge (LBC) Program. This is the highest
calibre sustainability program in the built environment today. It consists of
seven performance categories known as ‘Petals’: Place, Water, Energy, Health
and Happiness, Materials, Equity and Beauty. Each petal is subdivided into
imperatives for a total of 20 imperatives needed for the project to achieve
‘Full Living Certification.’
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The Living Pā project is attempting to gain that level but it’s been awarded to
only 28 of more than 500 LBC-certified buildings worldwide. The program is
dedicated to attaining regenerative design from all projects and LBC project
team members have called it ‘the most rigorous benchmark of sustainability
in the built environment and the gold standard against which all other
standards are measured’.
The program enforces strict materials vetting and recycling requirements to
create a materials economy from the project that is non-toxic, ecologically
restorative and transparent. LT McGuinness as the main contractor is
investigating different waste management plans to divert 80% of all materials
used in the building’s demolition and construction.

CRACKING GOOD RACKING
Rob Dickinson reports on new-found order in the Yard.
As the saying goes, out with the old and in with the new.
With years of accumulated treasures and non-treasures, the time came to say
enough is enough and throw out what was no longer needed. We thought it was
a good time also to replace the old racking that had been erected circa 2010 by
the late (and great) Les Taylor of Steel Structures Wanganui fame, ably assisted by
Richard Sutton of LT McGuinness Wellington crane-driving fame.
Whilst built like the proverbial, the old racks were aesthetically and spatially
challenged. As Racking Project Director David Aldred who led the challenge said:
“These old racks are aesthetically and spatially challenged.” Theo Moller, who
managed the project agreed. “I agree David”, he said.
A number of huge hook bins later and we had a near empty shed. Add
completely new racking and we were ready to fill the shelves, only to find project
manager Theo Moller had thrown nearly everything out! Not to worry, we still
had plenty of good gear around the Yard to put on the racks.
We can now drive in/drive out, giving us huge efficiencies in plant storage, supply
and return. Another benefit is being able to load the truck late in the day and
leave it secure in the shed for morning deliveries. Yard operations manager Joe
Riley is looking forward to his job being made a lot easier, with stock quantities
readily available and accessibility a breeze.
Every item has its place now, and strict rules (and stricter penalties) are now in
place to maintain our new found order.

NEW SCREEN FOR 1 QUEEN STREET
LTM has purchased a Ascent 200 Safety
Screen for initial use on 1 Queen Street
which will provide fully enclosed working
space up to 1650mm off the existing slab
edge over 4.5 working floors and 145 l/m of
façade at once.
The screen and decks have been designed
to allow for the demolition of the existing
concrete façade through to the completion
of curtain wall stud welding to be completed
from behind it and hydraulically lifted after
each floor cycle.
The screen and components have arrived
and are in the process of being repainted.
The team are excited for its arrival on site in
early November.”

LTM WINNERS AT THE NZIOB AWARDS
James Cotton, Sam Boult and Mitch Aitchison
were nominated for this years NZIOB awards with
Mitch collecting an award for work on the Wesley
Methodist Church in Wellington. The project
was judged the country’s best in the category of
$3-$10m.
Congratulations to all nominees.
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TRACKING
BRYANS
RECOVERY

BLAKE’S 10-YEAR
CELEBRATION
Blake Honeyfield started with LT McGuinness working
with Sean McGuinness at Chews Lane.

Some of Bryan’s LTM visitors – here
is Bryan front and centre with Vao
Palemene, Peter Samuelu, Lexy
Plyshevsky, Josie Tupou and Ian
Samuelu. Bryan is continuing to show
improvement.

From very early on, we knew he would go a long
way from his ability to crack into the job, and his
outstanding attitude and level headedness. He quickly
progressed through his apprenticeship working on
some of our most prestigious projects including
Government House and Victoria University.

Unfortunately, due to Covid levels 3
and 4, he was not able have visitors.
But he continued his physio and was
able to rest more, which is much
needed for his recovery.

Blake then headed overseas to work in the UK, but
he just couldn’t stay away from LTM. He returned
to New Zealand where there was a fierce internal
debate about where Blake would be heading, either
to Auckland or Wellington. Thankfully, Blake decided
to join Auckland and he has since played key roles at
East 2 and 30 Madden.

Bryan will be looking forward to seeing
his LTM mates again, and hearing
about rugby (especially the Samoan
team!). Under level 2 there are still
very strict visiting protocols so please
get in touch with HQ.

His progression from an Apprentice Carpenter,
to managing one of Auckland’s biggest jobs
speaks volumes, and is a testament to him. He is
hardworking, and always goes the extra mile. The
relationship he maintains with his team sets a high
standard, and is true to the LTM values of respectful
and respected. Everyone across the various trades,
roles and disciplines would refer to him as a good
rooster, which is a true reflection of the type of
person he is.
Thank you, Blake, for all your contributions to LT
McGuinness. You are a true team player and we are so
grateful for all your efforts over the past 10 years.
Pictured left – Bruce, Matt and Aaron celebrate with
Blake, his partner Nikki and daughter Cami at the local
watering hole, Wynyard Pavilion on the 7th May 2021.

THE INTRANET IS UP AND RUNNING
Tony O’Connor says the ‘Tool Belt’ puts everything’s at your fingertips.
Launched through August, the Intranet is
here. We refer to it as our LT ‘Tool Belt’,
as it’s a great place where you can find
everything (well almost everything!)
That includes accessing systems,
downloading useful forms, keeping up to
date through the noticeboard, accessing
quality Health Safety and Environment
information, checking out upcoming social
events and finding someone’s phone
number. It’s got it all, and easily accessible
too on a daily basis as the ‘Tool Belt’ is
accessible through any device.
The rollout was successfully completed,
initially through a trial period at the
4

The Hard Yards |

September 2021

Wellington office where I gathered
feedback and trialled the rollout process.
The rollout then moved through the
Wellington projects and then in Auckland I
visited the office and sites.
I still have the sketch that Dan drew with
his initial thoughts and I’m happy to say it
looks very similar to the final product!
I hope everyone is enjoying your Tool Belt.
If you have any feedback or questions,
please let me know — Tony at
tonyo@mcguinness.co.nz
or 021 02141116.

30 MADDEN STREET STAGE 2 COMPLETION
Blake Honeyfield reports on some great progress by the Madden Team over the past few months.
The 10T bridge which links Madden Stage 1 and Stage
2 was recently installed after Luke Golds-Uili had it
assembled off site. The bridge was then freighted
into the city and craned into position. There was only
millimetres to spare; to say it was a slick operation is an
understatement! The install of the bridge wraps up the last
of the structural elements to the project, having the bridge
in place also unlocks the shared laneway works below.
This was initially thought to be a pinch point of the project
but having the subfloor drainage installed in late 2020 puts
the team in a strong position for the run in to PC. Richard
Allison and new recruit/resident tropical plant enthusiast
Tom Verey got the architect inspections underway at the
start of August.
Both architect and client were very pleased with the level
of finishing in the apartments which is a credit to the
team. Team façade led by Ken Loe and Steven Lindley has
also been busy, getting the building watertight and the
scaffolds dismantled well ahead of schedule.

The scaffolds came down well
ahead of schedule.

The bridge linking Stages 1 & 2 is
craned into position.

The Auckland team kept themselves busy during lockdown
with the inaugural LTM Auckland Master Chef.
Check out the winners below.

5th

5th
3rd

2nd

4th

1st
1st Eli & Bev’s lemon meringue pie

4th Ben Walsh’s cheesecake

2nd Toetuu’s piglet

5th Equal Tom’s tacos

3rd Ricky’s pasta

5th Equal Erick, Arnel & Aurelio’s group entry

CONGRATULATIONS ELI & BEV! The winning recipe can be found here https://www.simplyrecipes.com/recipes/lemon_meringue_pie/
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ONE-STOP SHOP FOR OUR H&S
STANDARDS

HEALTH AND
SAFETY QUIZ

The Minimum Standards is a document designed to provide a one stop shop for all LTM
health, safety and environmental requirements.

$50.00 Hunting and Fishing voucher
up for grabs.
There are 21 hazards to identify. They can run up,
down, diagonal and backwards.

Earlier this year we rolled out the first LTM HSE
Minimum Standards Document.
It is designed to be the first point of reference
for health, safety and environmental standards.
It provides clear and concise information
from PPE, training requirements to asbestos
awareness.
It was great to have some sessions with the
across the Auckland and Wellington site teams
to generate really detailed feedback we could
pull into the latest version of the standards
document.
Over time this document will continue to be
updated and we look forward to it becoming a
live document with input from everyone within
LTM. It will be used to induct our newcomers,
issued to our clients and subcontractors so they
can see the high standards we set and used
to train existing staff. To all of you who have
contributed so far, Thank You!

Send your answers to georgiar@mcguinness.co.nz.

POSITIVE FEEDBACK CORNER
Georgia Robinson
- Office

Ali Al Sadah, Jack McGuinness
- Takina

Dear Brian,

Hey There,

I am writing in to say a big thank you to one of
your employees.

I just wanted to send a quick message with
a massive thank you!! Today after a day in
Wellington with my 8 year old and newborn
daughters I came back to find my car battery
absolutely dead!

On Saturday morning I was trying to assist my
daughter to A&E after she injured herself at
her netball game. One of your workers saw that
we were struggling, so she ran to her car and
pulled up beside us. She asked if we needed any
help getting up to the emergency department,
and told my daughter to jump in the back. She
then drove my daughter up to the entrance
of A&E and helped me get her inside. She was
helpful when we needed it - I couldn’t have done
it on my own.
Unfortunately, I didn’t get her details or an
opportunity to thank her, but I think she said
she worked for LT McGuinness and had hurt
herself recently (I think)? If you are able to
locate her, please pass on a big thank you and let
her know my daughter is okay - just a sprained
ankle, thank goodness!
Kindest Regards,

PATTY STOPS BY

After speaking with Jack he didn’t hesitate to
help and quickly organized for one of his team
to get their vehicle and jump start my car. Ali
came super quickly, got my car started and gave
me some great advice about getting my battery
checked ASAP.
Thank You just doesn’t seem enough as without
Jack and Ali’s help today I would have been at
a total loss! They are a massive credit to your
company and I wanted to ensure you knew the
great community work these guys did today!
Please pass on my heartfelt thanks to Jack and
Ali - I appreciated their help a lot!
Many Thanks,
Tracey

Rosie (and Maia) Renata
Patrick Tuipulotu came past our site in July so we helped
him out with some lineout jumping and technical skills
and look what happened — he was named in the ABs
again. Pictured with Pat is Tima and Luke.

6

The Hard Yards |

September 2021

SPOTTED...

A diehard Otago rugby fan was spotted at their
recent Ranfurly Shield match in Napier. Unlucky
with the result, Bruce.

AUCKLAND CASINO NIGHT

A mid-winter casino night held in Auckland on 16 July went incredibly well. Over $10,000 worth of
prizes were won. Great skill was shown by the top five — Siu Katoa, Jonard Gaces, Dennis Howard,
Nick (Emily Mulvey’s partner) and Romeo Marcelino.

IRON MĀORI KICK-OFF

WORM WEE SALE

Jeff, Jack and the team have kicked off Iron Māori for 2021. A good number of people are signed up to
take part in the 90km bike ride, 21km run and 2km swim in Hawkes Bay at the end of this year. Some of
the team are going to do the whole thing!

Luke G made his first sale of worm wee from worm
farms set up onsite. That’s a nice wee project Luke.

Iron Māori is a great way to challenge yourself and enjoy a few laughs along the way. The Wellington
participants met at Panhead to kick off the 2021 challenge and Michael Bonner got off to a flyer by
winning the spot prize!
There is still space to join if you are interested — please email reception@mcguinness.co.nz

MARIANNE’S
APARTMENT
CELEBRATION
A small celebration was held on
Level 9 of VLA to acknowledge the
slab poured for Marianne’s future
apartment. Marianne’s sons attended
and a small ribbon cutting ceremony
was held to celebrate the milestone
along with a glass of bubbles!
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staff news

Follow us @ltmcguinness_construction
Got a good story for Hard Yards? Email: ltm@mcguinness.co.nz

WEDDING BELLS

Congratulations to
Lit Ken Loe & Jess Lee.

Congratulations to
Josh and Leia Maxwell

NEW ARRIVALS
There are a lot of new babies in this
edition, we are sure to see some red eyes
around site.
Find all the items in the list, take a photo with them all and send them in to
georgiar@mcguinness.co.nz with your name to claim your prize.

Congrats to you all.

WELCOME TO LTM
A warm welcome to new staff:
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Wellington
Jarrod McCarthy
Sandeep Reddy (Billy)
Joshua Hetherington
Connor Hacche
Vivienne de Wattignar
Ella Thomas
Thaafirah Gallant
Michael Gray
Richard Gully
Steve McHardy

Thornton Lanauze-King
Joe Boyer
Silviu Balut
Cameron Nix
Jerome Touzard
Lawrence Taylor
Gabriel Bianchi
Rico Aupouri
Bruna Sodre
Jacob Chinn
Abhi Sheoran

Auckland
Tom Verey
Virginia Megson
Elijah Thacker
May Gayem
Denim Havili
Ben Walsh
Marisa Jepson

Malakai Tuionetoa (Mala)
Harrison Walsh
Tuarangi Milner
Sam Saunders
Lee Wilson
Natana Smith (Nate)
Sophia Greene
Jono Sobey
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Malcolm & Emma
Cree are proud
parents of baby Austin.

Sean Reilly and Rochelle
welcomed Sophie Ann
Reilly on the 17th August.
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