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• This newsletter is made
available to about 542
NZIA members in the
Wellington region, of
whom about 30% are
architecture graduates and
students (129 graduates
and 32 students). In this
issue several Wellington
graduates and students
talk about their interests
and work.

Wellington Architecture Graduates

June

Graduates and students make up 30% of the membership of
the Wellington Branch of the NZIA. We ask some graduates
and students - André Bishop, Evelyn Wong, Frances Vessey,
Hannah France, Celia Goldsmith, Henry Stephens & Jono Hay
- to introduce themselves and their work …………….pp 2-8

• NZIA Wellington Branch
Committee members: in
the previous issue (April
2012) we introduced
three committee members
- Dennis Chippindale
(Chairman), Luke Allen
(Secretary) and Angela
Foster (Treasurer). In this
issue we introduce two
more members - Deborah
Cranko and Nick Mouat.
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New Book and
Exhibition

Graduate André Bishop, of Athfield Architects, talks about his
project (above) recently completed on Courtenay Place ...p2,3

Exhibition Peter Roche

10
Currently showing at Bartley & Co
Art Gallery, 56A Ghuznee St Wgtn
Roche’s exhibition ‘Agitated’ references Len Lye’s work and explores
vibrant 3-D patterns of neon light.

An exhibition titled
“Athfield Architects: People
and Place” opens at the
City Gallery, Wellington,
23 June to 7 October 2012.
It features original drawings,
old and newly commissioned photographs, original and
newly commissioned
models, and ephemera, and
the launch of Julia Gatley’s
book “Athfield Architects”.

NZIA at Home Exhibition - how did it go?
From Friday 8th to Sunday 10th June, Janine Mitchell and a team
of architect volunteers fronted an NZIA stand at the Home
Exhibition, TSB Arena, Wellington. The “Expert Advice Centre”
stand was shared by NZIA with ADNZ, Master Builders and
Kitchen/Bathroom Designers. The objective was to provide free
impartial advice to the public in a 30 minute pre-booked consultation. It gave architects an opportunity to have a presence at
the Home Show, however Janine reported to the Committee
that the stand was generally underwhelming and lacking visuals
for interest and impact. The Committee agrees next year NZIA
Wellington Branch should host its own stand; Janine strongly
advises we re-think our promotional material for such events.
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Wellington Architecture Graduates
Graduate: André Bishop - working at Athfield Architects Ltd.

“As this was my

View of kiosk from Taranaki Street, looking east down Courtenay Place.
Athfield Architects Ltd.

first time
involved in a
project from
start to finish
the greatest

Pizzeria and Coffee Kiosk on Courtenay Place
André writes: “I am currently working in the office of Athfield Architects Ltd (AAL) on a project on the
corner of Courtenay Place and Taranaki Street, due for completion at the start of July, 2012. In 2010 the
office was approached by a client team of Simon Niblett, Nardi and Enzo Bresolin, who own Scopa Caffé
Cucina, Duke Carvells and Crazy Horse Steak House, to prepare a design for a Pizzeria and Coffee outlet at
the site of the former Men’s Toilets on the corner of Courtenay Place and Taranaki Street.

challenge was
adapting to the
changing roles
required as the
project
progressed.”
André Bishop

“I worked with AAL Director John Hardwick-Smith to produce a design to sit alongside a business case
prepared by Scopa - forming a response to a Request for Proposal put out by WCC for the re-use of the
historic building. The team at Scopa, with business partner Tom Kirton, were successful and selected by
WCC to proceed further.
“A consultant team was
established to develop the
design and was made up of:
Structure: Dunning Thornton Consultants
Services: Plumbing Design
Consultancy NZ and Michael Stretton Consulting
Engineers
Quantity Surveyor: Rider
Levitt Bucknall

Site: Corner of Courtenay Place and
Taranaki Street, Wellington

2012, Issue 2

Page 3
“The design consists of 3 main building
components:
1. The refurbished and strengthened
historic brick building
2. A crafted zinc clad addition
3. A generous canopy providing shelter and shade to pedestrians
To retain as much heritage fabric as
possible alterations were limited to
the south facade where the new coffee
outlet and pizzeria serve. We limited
the material palette to allow clear
legibility between the existing heritage
structure and the new additions.”

Kiosk: Exploded View
Athfield Architects Ltd.

“The design approach was to work closely with the existing historical toilet structure and add a careful intervention – creating a compact assemblage of well crafted, robust structures that would support a sustainable commercial operation, provide a modern and legible addition to the fabric of the city and contribute
high amenity and activation to this important public space.
“As this was my first time involved in a project from start to finish, the greatest challenge was adapting to
the changing roles required as the project progressed. Running design meetings, co-ordinating consultants
and documentation, and running site meetings were all made a lot easier with the help and support from
within the office, particularly AAL Associate Katherine Dean and Director Ian Dickson.
“LTMcGuinness were engaged through a negotiated tender to construct the building. Being my first project
to reach construction I was expecting a few curveballs but the LTMcGuinness team of Dan McGuinness, Jeff
McHardy and foreman Matt Pattinson did a great job in foreseeing any problems or issues.

“Hanns Master Joiners are
currently completing the
fitout works and we all hope
to be enjoying some delicious New York style pizza,
delicious gelato and great
coffee at the start of July.

“It has been a great project to be involved with. A
motivated and passionate
client team, supportive office
environment, and a high
quality contactor has culminated in what will hopefully
be a successful addition to
the city”

Plan View: Pizzeria and coffee kiosk on Courtenay Place, Wellington
Athfield Architects Ltd.

André Bishop (above)
provided the text and
Athfield Architects the
illustrations for this article.
About Andre:
“I am an Architectural
Graduate currently working
at Athfield Architects in
Wellington. I am 26. I grew
up in Dunedin on the Otago
Peninsula. I went to school at
Otago Boys High School.
I studied architecture at
Victoria University of
Wellington from 2004-2008
and came away with a BArch,
a 50K loan, and some great
friends. I have since been
back to VUW to tutor a
couple of design streams in
2010/11
“In 2007, and during my 4th
year of study, I was given an
opportunity to work at
Athfield Architects after
taking a design stream run by
John McIntyre. It was
refreshing that the
collaborative and communal
environment of Vivian St was
to be found in practice, even
more exciting to find it on a
ridgeline in Khandallah.
“I quickly found the office
had a body of work that
shared a narrative I had
begun to develop on Vivian
St. I began working full time
after graduating and have
since been exposed to a
diverse range of projects of
varying scales from town
centre plans to commercial
office buildings, all firmly
grounded in a thorough
understanding of site and
contextual influences.”
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Wellington Architecture Graduates (continued)
Evelyn Wong
“I graduated from VUW in

Evelyn Wong

Evelyn is a graduate
working at Studio of
Pacific Architecture

2009 with a BArch
(Hons.). Graduating at this
time meant it was difficult to
find a job straight out of school
so I did some travelling and
extended this to working in
Japan for a year as an English
teacher.
Since returning to New Zealand, I have been working at
Studio Pacific and have been
here for almost two years. I
have mainly been working on
urban design related projects,
including the new Ormiston
Town Centre in Manukau City,
Auckland (picture below), as

well as smaller projects in between (i.e. Centreport rebranding of the Cruise Passenger Terminal, picture above).

spaces, and seeing materials
and spaces repurposed in
clever and refreshing
ways. Christchurch, where
I’m from, is becoming a lovely
example of this.”

As an architect, I am interested
in how cities work, good public

(Text provided by Evelyn Wong
and illustrations by Studio Pacific)

“Working on
various urban
design related
projects has
allowed me to
appreciate the
components
that make up a
town centre
and what
contributes to
good urban
design.”

Ormiston Town Centre, Manukau

Studio of Pacific Architecture

Evelyn Wong
“Working on various urban design related projects has allowed me to appreciate the components
that make up a town centre and what contributes to good urban design, including the design and
placement of public spaces. As a recent graduate, it has also allowed me to gain a level of knowledge about different building types - residential, commercial, etc, which has been highly beneficial.
“Ormiston Town Centre is a different model to what we have recently seen developed in New
Zealand. As a greenfield site and a town centre within a park, Ormiston has the opportunity to be
innovative, and this was advocated by the client (Todd Property Group). Once built, I believe
Ormiston will become a leading example for mixed-use town centres within Australasia, which
makes it very exciting to work on.”
- Evelyn Wong
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Frances Vessey
“Throughout my life I have
been inspired by design and
architecture so consequently I
studied Architecture at VUW.
I graduated with a Bachelor of
Architecture (Hons 1) in 2010
and since then my initial career highlights have included
working for Opus Architecture throughout my degree,
one summer working in Melbourne (SJB Architecture) and
two years tutoring at VUW.
“During my final year at VUW I
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received a Design Excellence
Award, as well as being a finalist in the NZIA Student Design
Award. That final year project
focused on drawing and modeling as design techniques,
exploring the similarities between the way architecture is
represented and experienced.
“Since then I've continued on
with Opus where I have
worked on interior fit-outs of
BNZ branches throughout
Wellington, seconded to
Mainzeal in Christchurch

assessing earthquake damage to
commercial buildings, and now,
working on seismic strengthening of Wellington’s tallest building (Majestic Centre).
“Learning and design is what
motivates me. I enjoy being
part of the committee for the
Opus Emerging Professionals
organising events and speakers,
a committee member for the
Architectural Centre, and I'm a
member of NAWIC (National
association of Women in Construction).” - Frances Vessey

Frances Vessey

Frances is a graduate
working at Opus
Architecture.
(Frances provided
the illustrations and
text for this article.)

“These images (left and below) are from my
final year project ‘Work in progress’ which is an
investigation into how people perceive Architecture.
“The method of collaging, drawing, modeling
to design, takes into account how we
perceive architecture and the world around
us. Our perception is a broken whole;
never actually experiencing an entire building
all at once.
Rather, we are constantly
constructing ‘the whole’ by overlaying/piecing together information we receive.
“This uses the design process to reflect constructing the whole from pieces and bringing
together unlikely ideas to re-arrange, re-use and re-interpret. For Architecture, this means
that the design process can be viewed as a cooperative of information and I’m suggesting
through my work that architecture isn’t completed until it’s experienced.
“This proposed Architecture becomes a catalyst. There is an ongoing relationship between
the subject and object, a ‘work in progress’.
“Readers of the work
decide what they see
and bring a part of
themselves and past
experiences to the
work
they
are
viewing.”
- Frances Vessey

“I’m
suggesting
through my
work that
architecture
isn’t
completed
until it’s
experienced.”
Frances Vessey
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Wellington Architecture Graduates (continued)
Hannah France
BAS MArch (Prof)

Hannah France —
Hannah is a graduate
working at Tennent
+ Brown Architects

Tennent + Brown Architects in Wellington.

“Raised in Invercargill I've
lived in Wellington the last
seven years completing first
my Bachelor of Architectural Studies and then my
Masters' of Architecture
(Prof) at Victoria University.

“Since joining Tennent +
Brown in June last year I
have had the opportunity to
work on several projects
including a new Spa and
Health retreat in Queenstown and also a new bach
on Stewart Island.

“I graduated in May 2011
and shortly after this I
started working as an
architectural graduate for

“Working on the bach on
Stewart Island has been a
great introduction into the

profession as my Master’s
thesis was based there and
it was also where I was
born.
“A recent trip to Dubai
opened my eyes to some
extreme forms of architectural design but also highlighted the need for the
growth of sustainable built
environments.”
(Text and photo provided
by Hannah France)

Celia Goldsmith

“What
continues to
motivate me to
work in
architecture is
the nature of
the profession.
It’s varied,
complex, (very)
challenging and
collaborative.”

“I’m originally from
Taranaki and moved to
Wellington eight years ago
to study. I graduated from
architecture school at Victoria University in 2009.
“What continues to motivate me to work in architecture is the nature of the
profession. It’s varied,
complex, (very) challenging
and collaborative.

Chicken Coop under construction in the Netherlands - first built
work by Celia Goldsmith and her team of WWOOF’er volunteers.

Celia Goldsmith

Celia Goldsmith
Celia is a graduate
working at Studio
Pacific Architecture

“I’m currently working for
Studio Pacific. Recent projects I’ve been involved
with include a bach on
Waiheke Island, a timberframed office in the Wairarapa, an All Saints’ Church
hall and the Newtown Park
Flats (Housing Upgrade for
Wellington City Council).

“During the past few years I have become increasingly interested in
and involved with urban agriculture projects. This has been both
locally with the Wellington Food Connection Steering Group and
abroad in New York City thanks to a Tereform1 scholarship.
Innovative, sustainably-minded projects like these are what really
interest me.
“Currently my one and only built work is a chicken coop in the
Netherlands so I’ve still got a long way to go before I can call myself
an ‘Architect’.”
(Text and illustrations provided by Celia Goldsmith)
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Henry Stephens
“I am a 24 year old architectural studies graduate currently living and working in
Wellington. Last year I completed a BAS at Victoria University's School of Architecture. Rather than immediately
continuing through to the
M.Arch, I decided that after six
years of study I would take a
year out and get some work
experience. Currently I am
working for Simon Twose and
Andrew Barrie on the design
of an exhibition/installation
space for this year's Venice
Architecture Biennale. I am
also working on a range of
projects for a company called
Storybox, which is involved
with a range of projects including video art, theatre, and
large-scale installations. In September I will be heading to
Copenhagen, Denmark to
complete my Masters degree
at the Royal Danish Academy
of Fine Arts. I made this decision for three reasons - firstly,
as a change of scene from my
previous study in Wellington.
Secondly, after realising the
value of studying in a different

Awaroa Lighthouse - a project with
institution after an exchange at
the College of Environmental
Design at UC Berkeley in 2011.
Thirdly, I believe the openended nature of the program
there will suit my own learning
preferences and allow me to
pursue my own interests in architecture within a postgraduate context. My interests
outside of architecture include
music production, writing, snowboarding and underwater
hockey. You can see more of my
work and a little more about me
at http://henrystephens.co.nz/

Nick Roberts and Jansen Aui, both
also M.Arch graduates from VUW
- Henry Stephens
“Awaroa Lighthouse and Woolopolis deal with
fairly novel approaches to ... New Zealand's
architecture and landscape. The Awaroa Lighthouse project is to be published in Issue 3 of
Bracket Magazine (see http://brkt.org/
index.php/soft/entry/awaroa_lighthouse ) ”
Text/illustrations provided by Henry Stephens

Woolopolis, a project
completed with
Hannes Frykholm, a
friend from Sweden
who was in my
Berkeley studio. This
won first place at the
D3 Housing
Tomorrow
Competition 2012
- Henry Stephens
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Jonothan (Jono) Hay

“I grew up in Nelson.
I am 23 years old and
in my final year of the
new degree Master of
Architecture (Prof.)
at Victoria University
of Wellington.

Wellington Branch Newsletter
“It was a rather natural progression to study architecture as I have always had an inherent
interest in my surroundings. Some of my work background includes hammer handing, sailing coaching, ski instructing, and Project Management. [Jonathan’s father runs a Project
Management Practice in Nelson.]
“The experience gained outside
of the university has no doubt
influenced my direction for my
thesis and I recognise how important this has been to my
learning and understanding of
architecture.”
- Jono Hay

Right: Centre-Port site for Jono
Hay’s hypothetical design project

Architectural Indicators

An investigation into how the architectural discipline can aid

collaboration in practice between disparate trade industry skill sets.

Jonathan Hay

In the last 50 years the role of the architect seems to have been eroded and compartmentalised within the increasingly specialised
fields of the construction industry. ...How can collaboration …. be realised in this modern ... building industry of today? This thesis
intends to reinvigorate a working relationship of collaboration between skill sets in order to revitalise historic qualities of craft and the
once ‘master builder’ architect. I am proposing that the design of a Trade Building School for industry-wide ... training ...will help to
reposition the architect’s role ... to challenge conventional approaches to space-making and prescriptive compliance solutions.
The Centre-Port logging yards and the vacant site to the south of the railway lines provide a large-scale site for the proposed Trade
Building School design. The proposed intervention will provide a foil to the industry operations ... where the public will be able to view
the ...operations of architecture and their city’s port. The experimental design ….is intended to promote the ... re-conception of codes
within the practice of architecture … and integrated across the industry….. The primary aim of the design research is to portray building regulations through a different lens, and thereby encourage the inventive “design-based translation” of our building codes – a translation that needs to occur to allow innovative design solutions to be experienced.
Jonothan Hay [abridged]

Resource Management Act (RMA): Student research by Henry Stephens
A joint effort between the Wellington Branch of NZIA and VUW,
this pilot study aims to understand some of the tensions between
the RMA as a conceptual document, and its resource consent process as an interpretation of those concepts.

The conclusions point to some interesting possibilities; of
streamlining the process by directly applying RMA principles,
increasing the expertise of TA to exercise discretion, and
modifying how affected party approvals enter the process.

The summer scholar, Henry Stephens, is a third year architecture
student with some previous legal experience, having completed part
of a law degree and a bachelor of arts before studying architecture.
In consultation with Deborah Cranko and Simon Twose, Henry has
surveyed the literature surrounding the RMA and resource consent
processes, designed interview questions, interviewed architects and
planners, analysed the results and made contingent conclusions.
The interviewees were chosen in consultation with Deborah with
the intention of establishing some common factors that could lead
to ways to improve the RMA/TA process.

Due to its limited scope, this study does not attempt to offer
specific amendments to the RMA as legislation. Rather, it seeks
to identify current areas of tension within the resource consent
process itself, as a resource for planners, legislators and practitioners in considering potential amendments to the Act.
Resource Management Act (RMA) research by Henry
Stephens. Text for this article is by Simon Twose and
Henry Stephens.
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many women who already contribute in diverse ways.
As activists and advocates we aim
to generate debate and discussion. As researchers and scholars
we provide serious analysis and a
firm evidence base for change. As
women active in Australian architecture we seek to open up opportunities and broaden definitions of what architectural activity
might be.

Here’s a link you may be interested in about a very recent
Australian initiative, including Gill Matthewson, a NZ academic
doing her PhD in Brisbane: www.archiparlour.org
Parlour brings together research, informed opinion and resources on
women, equity and architecture in Australia. It seeks to expand the
spaces and opportunities available to women while also revealing the

“Architecture is
too important
to be left to
men alone”

Parlour is curated and edited by
Justine Clark, with support from
Dr Naomi Stead, Dr Karen
Burns, Professor Sandra KajiO’Grady, Gill Matthewson, Dr
Amanda Roan, Professor Susan
Savage, Professor Gillian Whitehouse and Professor Julie Willis.

NZIA Wellington Branch Committee Members

(see also the April Branch Newsletter)

Deborah Cranko
Deb has re-joined the
Branch Committee with an
interest in the emergency
preparedness that architects
can offer the community.
She also chairs the Professions Advisory Group at
the School of Architecture
VUW with the objective of
improving links between
practice and research.

Nick Mouat
Nick ventured out of the
Hutt to study at Vic.
After working in town and
overseas he has been climbing the hill to occupy a
desk at Athfield Architects
for the past 10 years. Nick
is on the sub-committee
looking at how architects
might contribute during and
after civil defence events.
He is also hoping to
strengthen the Branch's
relationship with WCC.

Deb received the NZIA
President’s Award 2000,
is a Director of NZACS,
former Deputy Chair of
NZRAB, a Life member of
NAWIC, and has received
various design awards for
sustainable architecture.
The team’s work at the
practice of Cranko Architects includes residential,

commercial and building
conservation work.
Deb is the founding chair of
Northland community
crèche and a life member.
She is parent of two nonarchitects (a physicist and
an HR graduand!).
Deb is Convenor of the
Wellington Women in
Architecture Group.

Deborah Cranko

Civil Defence Group - Update by Nick Mouat
The Branch has setup a sub-committee to look at how architects may
be involved with a Civil Defence event. We’re not talking about triggering the event (!) but rather how we may contribute to the response.
There is obviously a preparation phase, an immediate response phase
and then the medium to long term re-adjustment phase. We are
focusing currently on the immediate response phase - ‘What is the role
of an Architect in responding to a CD event?’
We organized a tour of the National Office and the Wellington Emer- Nick Mouat
gency Management Office (WEMO) in April. Over 40 local members
braved the depths of the Beehive. The National ‘bunker’ feels, looks and communicates with the
black clouds of the next event ever present. The Wellington Office up the road however was far
more focused on winning public preparedness in a positive sense. Two WCC staff joined us and
spoke about their experiences of organising the huge number of inspections in Christchurch. We
are now in contact with them to see how architects can be added to the official role call of professionals who will carry out inspections. There are obvious issues around who from the architectural
community is suitably experienced to carry out inspections and what exactly they will inspect and
comment on. These questions will form the basis of our discussions with IPENZ and BOINZ.

Obituary: Quentin Toebes

NZIA WELLINGTON
BRANCH

Send comment and contributions
to Stephen Pattinson
Phone: (04) 567 8444
Mob: 027 226 3374
Email:
sjpattinson@paradise.net.nz

5th May 1958 - 17th May 2012

Sitting next to Quentin, “Q”, for nearly six years of my
working life was an experience I’d wish on anyone.
Everyone, wherever they work, should have a Quentin
alongside them as a colleague, a friend and as someone
who can show you how to laugh at and with the world
in the best possible way. It is the finger pointed at your
eye, the mirth in his eyes, the crinkle of his smile and
that “Gotchya” nod of his chin. Priceless.
As an architect he relentlessly pursued the practical
within the complex. His commitment to the fundamental mechanics of any building system or design informed
him from the design down and from the details up. He
would be just as interested in the shape of a screw
Quentin Toebes
head as he would be in the composition of an entire
elevation. His design sense was intuitive but always based upon a need to understand the
fundamentals of the underlying systems and how things would fit finally together.
He thought far ahead of the outcomes in these
terms even while the concepts were being discussed. In this, he left many others in the dust.
His drawings had the same swagger as he did –
his lines were incised. In his work Quentin was
confident, clear, quick and utterly unsuffering of
fools. For me, Quentin’s name is writ most large
on the Wellington Airport Terminal project
(1995-1999). But he went on to put “Q” on many
other projects. In each the strength, common
sense and beauty of his design and detail is evident. Perhaps this is an insiders view, certainly it
is mine.
Wellington Airport - CCM Architects

As for Q, the person to be alongside? endless fun.
At CCM* another colleague, Daryl Maguire, made a
dictionary of “Quintenese”. In it were the daily
expressions that punctuated his wit, “Cane it and
Jane It”, “Don’t come the raw prawn with me”,
“That’s the kind of information we need” and so on.
Quentin was constant theatre. Maybe this was against
the tide of his own difficulties, particularly the long
term physical injury he suffered from. He poked his
finger at that as well as at all the other absurdities he
found around himself. Laugh along, laugh with, a man
and an architect who could incise life and building with
a sharp cock of the eyebrow and the flick of the pen.
A friend, a colleague and a treasure. Q, you will be
missed for sure.
by Alistair Luke

Tower and Conference Centre
Macao, China - CCM Architects

* John Rogers of CCM comments that Quentin joined CCM in 1994 and worked with CCM
for a decade, where his most significant projects were assisting with the documentation of
the Wellington Airport and the Queens Wharf Events and Retail Centre, and as site architect for the Wellington Airport and the Tower and Conference Centre in Macao, China.

