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Mural illustrates LT’s early days
The Wellington office has a new work of art on display.
Drive down into the Francis Place carpark and you’ll be greeted
by an intricate mural, painted in the exact spot an original 1961
photograph of Lawrence Thomas McGuinness was taken. The
historically-themed artwork illustrates the key people from the
company’s early days.

which used to adjoin with Francis Place. The area was quite
different back then, Brian recalls, with more industrial sites and
factories than hip cafes and restaurants. He even remembers
horse drawn carts making their way from the milk department
next door.

The idea for a mural was sparked by Brian, looking for something new to brighten the existing dark concrete wall. Inspired
by the black and white photograph hanging in his office, Brian
contacted Chris Mathers from local company Watermark to
see they could do. Heath Crawford designed the final graphics
by assembling a selection of photographs from different time
periods to create a life-sized mural. This includes an image of
brothers Peter, Brian and Jim, taken at a site shout for Broderick Office park back in 1986, and another of the 30+ club:
Nick Tuilaepa, Dion Russell, Johnny Malthus
and Chris Guile; photographed in
the mid 1980s– the hairstyles a telling
sign!

David Spiers, who features in the original 1961 photograph, was
“over the moon” to be included. His son Peter Spiers in London,
shared this story with Brian, “When I was growing up, Dad used
to speak a lot about his time with LT McGuinness. He had a
huge respect for your dad – I think he was a bit of a legend. I remember one story he told me about “Old LT (Lawrence Thomas)
walking up the hill in Boulcott Street with one bag of cement
powder under each arm and one resting on the back of his
neck.” He always told that story with a great deal of pride, like
that’s what he wanted to aspire to – be as strong as
an ox.’
With the company’s recent
growth, who knows
what the
mural
might
look like
in another
ten years?
Brian remarks they
might have
to squeeze
in a few
extras
on overhanging
beams...

Lawrence’s
business,
Tui Joinery (estd
1950s),
was
once
positioned
on Tui
Street,

Lawrence Thomas in the
centre, with David Spiers
and Brian on either side.

Visitors
have been
enjoying the
mural since
October.

Celebrating 20 years

By Peter McGuinness

To honour Heather Lamb and Tiwai Cowan’s 20 years with the
company, a special dinner was held at The Bresolin in Wellington.
The evening was the perfect opportunity to acknowledge their
individual contributions.
Tiwai has fostered the ‘hard yards’ culture, where his positive
personality coupled with an incredible work ethic has set the bar
for future generations. The great example he sets for the young
apprentices readily translates into positive outcomes. Thank you,
Tiwai, for your ongoing commitment and good humour.
Heather has been an indispensable part of the office team as the
company has evolved. Her adaptability has seen her tackle LT’s
numerous administrative needs, including providing the foundation documents for our Health and Safety policy, still relevant

Peter McGuinness, Tiwai Cowan and Heather Lamb
today. In addition, Heather has organised the health checks
that our staff undergo every two years. Thank you, Heather,
for your dedication to the welfare of the staff.
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Piling prep-work
underway at 30 Madden
Aaron Lindsay updates progress at the latest
Wynyard Quarter development.

Tackling the tide
James Toimata is doing ‘the hard yards’ at the
Worser Bay Boating Club and describes the perils
of operating in a wet-construction zone.

Similar to our experience at Wynyard Central, the highly
contaminated land at 30 Madden is making the initial phases of
work extremely tough on the workforce. Keeping on top of the
strict control measures means that our new Health and Safety
officer, Trudy Keen, certainly has her work cut out for her.
30 Madden is a three year, two-stage residential project,
designed by the trusted Wellington combo of Studio Pacific and
Dunning Thornton. Before commencing works, Father Barry
Scannell performed a site blessing to continue with LT tradition.
Stage one, now underway, entails a 12-storey apartment block
with a separate three-storey carpark. The team are currently
focused on piling, so staff numbers on site are relatively low, but
once both stages are in full swing, we estimate approximately
50-60 LT members will be involved. Just have a little work to do
with recruitment! Who’s keen?
We are building a new team down here, so getting to know
everyone is definitely a highlight; each individual brings their
own set of talents to the mix. Take for example our new site
engineer Kieran Canning,
a craft beer aficionado,
who enjoys regaling the
team with captivating
stories on hops and
fermentation process.

Piling begins

We are looking forward
to completing another
landmark project in
Auckland’s CBD, and
invite anyone to pop
down for a look around
both 30 Madden and the
completed East 2. My site
tours are legendary and
are best conducted at the
end of the day, followed
up with an icy-cold Steiny
Classic.

As some of you might know, working in and around the sea,
tides and ocean weather can be tough and time consuming.
The team at the Worser Bay Boating Club project in Wellington
have required determination and grit to push through.
A new multisport and education facility is being constructed on
the site. It will serve as the Boating Club, as well as operating as
home to the Boat and Beach Wise schools programme and a
Central New Zealand Youth Sailing hub.
Working double tides and weekends is often essential to
achieve tight deadlines. This results in heavy work loads during
good weather spells; however, it is part and parcel of working
in the sea. One way to look after the construction team is to
alternate staff a day off during the week to recover, when the
weather turns, but ultimately we try to make hay while the sun
shines. It’s helpful to remember that low tides last for three to
four hours (if you’re lucky), so fitting nine hours’ work into a
four-hour (single tide) window is challenging.
The team are on the home stretch now with only a couple of
big challenges ahead. But we’re confident that we’ll figure it out
considering what we’ve overcome thus far. The site is due to
open in summer 2019.

Tenants excited for new home on The Terrace
Bob Walker talks to the Hard Yards about revitalising a tired office space at 113 The Terrace.
Site manager Josh Maxwell has done a fantastic job
coordinating multiple subcontractors to fit in with the busy
work schedule at 113 The Terrace. The fitout, designed
by Workspace Architects, covers 12 levels of office space
previously occupied by PwC, and soon to house new tenants,
the Wellington City Council.
Due to the tight six-month time frame, the programme
involves an integrated fitout with rolling floor handovers. The
new tenants are so excited they have already started loading
furniture into the space before the fitout got started!
A tricky aspect of the project has been getting the building
up to seismic safety guidelines (not part of the initial project’s
scope) whilst working around existing services and extensive
pipework. The LTM team were already under the pump and
2
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additional resources were brought in to tackle the task.
A recent KFC shout was enjoyed by the hard-working team
who deserve a pat on the back for all their extra hours.
They’ll be looking forward to wrapping up the project before
christmas and heading off for a well-deserved break.

Heritage church requires handling with care
Matt Pattinson reports on the restrengthening project at Wellington’s St Johns in the City.
The iconic church, St Johns in the City, designed by prominent Wellington architect Thomas Turnbull, was built in
1885 and needs earthquake restrengthening to bring it up to
around 70-80% of new building standards.
The historic building will require new piles and foundations
throughout. The 50m high bell tower will have internal linings
removed, new foundations installed and plywood bracing
added, before the original kauri tongue and groove panelling
is reinstated. The project, requires significant removal of heritage fabric and reinstating in exactly the same location– a
task requiring much patience.
With help from Johannes Kaiser at BSB, the team has set up
a sophisticated cloud-based archiving system on Procore.
QR barcodes are attached to each item before being stored
carefully in the basement racks. On reinstatement, tradespeople are able to scan each item, read details about its
exact location, and check photos, sketches and dimensions
recorded on removal.
It is difficult for a church to maintain a presence in the community
when it is closed for earthquake
strengthening, so the work programme is designed to ensure St
Johns is still in use during construction work. From Monday to
Saturday, LT has control of the
site, but each weekend we set up
site fencing and signage in compliance with the CPU to make sure
it’s ‘church as usual’ on Sunday.
Careful sequencing and temporary
works also ensure we don’t lessen
the church’s seismic rating during

the project. St Johns in the City generously provided St Mary’s
parish with a venue for four years whilst St Mary of the Angels
was closed for earthquake strengthening. Not one to miss out
on the action, Father Barry has even made a couple of cameo
appearances on site.
We have a great consultant team involved, but you can’t overstate the value of having Alistair Cattanach, Paul Brimer and
Gareth Alley from Dunning Thornton on board as the structural
engineers and temporary works designers. They are outstanding
seismic engineers who design with contractors’ needs in mind.
This is a one year programme, with approximately 10 LT staff on
the ground. Tiwai is always a joy to have onsite, keeping team
morale high. Garry Clarke and Matt Hayne have made a great
start removing weatherboard cladding, and Rolito and Aaron
Jeffs are both ‘Mr Dependable’ key assists.
New LT staff member and Health and Safety Officer Peter Blang,
was recently called on to assist a collapsed member of the public before an ambulance arrived. The property manager was very
relieved to have Peter, a qualified paramedic, around.
It’s still early days in the project but completing the new 600m2
piles in the first month is worth getting the BBQ out for.

Industrious team busy on campus
Seamus Nolan gives an update on the university
development.

Check out Jason Mann’s
video of the site on his website:
https://jasonmann.co.nz/
massey-timelapse.

At Massey university in Albany, Chris Guile ‘our hobbling PM’
leads a team of 12 LT staff to develop Building SNW. This will
see an extension added to the existing structure and seismic
gaps inserted between the two.
Athfield Architects and Opus Consultants, the design duo
behind the project, have prepared plans featuring interesting
details such as: 1m2 foundation beams; steel that you might see
on a 12-storey building; and a swiss-pearl cladded facade. The
interior space is a designed for both students and staff in mind.
Level two on the ground floor features six seminar rooms and
level three is made up of open-floor works areas and offices.

Site blessing
is dealing with approximately 30 consultants; as you can imagine, coordination is quite an issue!

To initiate the project, a site blessing was carried out on the
morning of 19 September with the local kaumatua, the client,
consultants and LT McGuinness staff attending (see image).

A highlight to date has been finishing the foundations and getting level two’s slab poured. We’ve already managed to erect
half of the structural steel and are soon to complete the first
level three slab.

One frustrating aspect of the build so far has been getting the
structural steel to site. Chris and Bruce’s numerous trips to the
factory and paint shop have been a big help. Another challenge

It’s a great job to be involved in and hopefully will lead to more
work with the university in the future. Handover is due August
2019.
The Hard Yards | Dec 2018

3

Watch Jason Mann’s
video of the site on
Youtube: ‘Bowen Campus
September 2018’

Bowen turns two

The Bowen State Building team celebrated their second birthday
on site with a traditional LT shout. Since the job began 1 November 2016, the building has undergone a dramatic transformation.
Check out what the team has achieved below.

at a glance

4 x 3.6m
10 x 750

BSB numbers...

dia
piles

wide bellied piles

2600m3
concrete poured

additional 6 storey wing adding

9000m2

of floor space to the building
Seismic strengthening of
both main cores

45,000
3

7

new
lifts

600t
new
core
lifts

over

holes drilled and plates installed
new
structural
steel
installed

2800m

diaphragm plates recessed
into the floors

36 bearing plates
8 bearing pins
installed to give the building
sesismic movement

2x

10

storey shear walls
sitting on
foundation beams

200m3

8200m2
of new façade
(over 1300 new façade panels)
Complete new services main plant
including new MSB and Chillers

Shout for Charles Fergusson team
Staff working on the Charles Fergusson Tower (also on Bowen
Campus) marked their job completion in style too (see below).
Nick Morris organised a ‘boutique shout’ complete with craft beer
and handmade pizza. Perhaps setting a new standard? Their practical completion date (end date) is 19 December.
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Treasury fitout set to impress
Hoani Russell provides a summary of the
strengthening and upgrade project in
downtown Wellington.
Number 1-3 The Terrace, home to The Treasury, is currently
undergoing seismic strengthening and integrated basebuild
and fitout. The existing structure consists of a 14-storey
tower built in the 70s, with a four-level podium added in
2006.
Building owner Precinct
Properties and their architect Tennant Brown are
leading the charge on the
base build. Work started
in May 2018, with staged
handovers commencing
from this Christmas; the
final completion of the
tower is due in December
2019.
The seismic strengthening
component is one of the
building’s toughest aspects.
The site is currently tenanted above and below so a
majority of the work has had to be done at night. Our team
has taken a practical approach to this to keep up with the
programme, but are no doubt looking forward to seeing
their families again!
Another challenge has been learning about the old 1970s
Stahlton floor system, a process no longer used. We had to
track down a few old timers with experience on the system.
Luckily, Ammaar managed to find a few people in rest
homes willing to share their knowledge!
Looking ahead, the team is set to relocate The Treasury’s
Wharenui on Level 14 to its new home on Level 3. This will
be a tricky process, uplifting existing Maori carvings and
physically transporting them to their new space, but it is a
challenge we are looking forward to.
Handing over two months early is a positive sign – testament to how hard the team has worked this year. LT currently has 15 staff on site, led by project manager Mark Mulhern. It’s difficult to single out individuals in the team but
one man
who has
impressed
is Adriaan
Maritz; his
can do
attitude
and strong
work ethic
has been a
great asset.

Scots College to expand

Learning on the job

Jack McGuinness describes the modern upgrade
taking place at one of Wellington’s oldest schools.

Applying their new skills on site is all in a day’s
work for these guys.
Joel Doran (left) of Wellington,
picked up the 2018 NZ Institute
of Builders Central Chapter,
Supreme Student award, as well
as the prize for Top Student in a
Construction Focused Diploma
Programme.

LT McGuinness were recently appointed as the main contractor
for the new girls’ school block at Scots College in Wellington.
The 10-month project led by Steve Becker and Aaron
McGuinness kicks off in December 2018.
The two-story block, designed by Athfield Architects, will be
a modern structure with a classic facade to blend in with the
surrounding buildings. The foundation is comprised of screw
piles and a structural steel frame, then cladded with windows
and brick to match the Scots look.

And it was all smiles for these
four graduates of the National
Certificate of Construction
Trades– Supervisor (pictured
below).

The project is scheduled to be finished by October 2019 in time
for the school to open its doors to female Yr 11 and 12 students
in 2020. Anticipated challenges involve working around school
hours and attempting to minimise disruption. But that’s nothing
LT hasn’t handled before!

Pictured with their qualifications: Sione Feki, Joel Doran, Mitch
Aitchison, Hoani Russell and Jacob Monk-Taingahue.

Jacob Monk-Monk-Taingahue asks...

A message from your safety team...
We’ve had an awesome year as a company in relation to
H&S. The number of incidents are down and it’s all due to
your efforts. Have a safe and happy Christmas everyone!

Your wellbeing
The weeks leading up to christmas and new year can be a
busy and sometimes stressful time.
It’s important to remember that you’re not alone. Reaching
out to your co-workers, friends, family and EAP Services
can make all the difference.
EAP Services (0800 327 669) is a professional and
confidential service provided free of charge by LT
McGuinness to employees. Counsellors assist individuals
experiencing anxiety, stress, family challenges, relationship
issues, family challenges and financial matters.
For more information, visit the website: www.eapservices.
co.nz or chat to Marianne.

Voices from the Queen’s Wharf site

“

How will you spend your
holiday break?

Joe Tuivanua

Excited to get back to Fiji to marry
his fiancé. They have a boutique
cruise booked to take them around
the islands for their honeymoon.
Bryan Tevita

Having only moved to Wellington a
year ago, he hopes to take some time
to explore the city with his family.
Although he’s working through, locations he hopes to check out include
coastal walks in Eastbourne, day trips
to Oriental Bay and possibly a trip to
Martinborough.

Jacob (me)

Will be having the usual Xmas at home with
all my family. Then plan on driving up to
the Hawkes bay for a week. Can hopefully
squeeze in a wine tour and enough sun to get
a tan. Catching up with old friends in Whangarei is on the horizon, but we’ll see how we go.
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Property Council Award

5 Pete Dynan
mins with

1. How long have you been working for the company
and what was your initial role?
Eight years I’m pretty sure. My initial role was as a
carpenter at Central Park Flats in Wellington. Currently,
I’m working as site manager at the University of Auckland
Thomas building (B110). My favourite part of the role
is working with our contractors on site to get the best
possible results.
2. Funniest memory with LT?
Lately it was at an Auckland LT social club event. We were
doing paintball and the most hilarious part was watching
Aaron “No mercy” Lindsay (self-titled) charge into the field
yelling “Freedom” whilst getting absolutely pelted with
paintballs; not only from the enemy team, but friendlies
as well. It still puts a smile on my face as I type this!
Peter, Jim, Mark and Brian McGuinness were presented with
the Ortus Long Service Award at this year’s Wellington Property People Awards, held on 11 October at Te Papa.
The annual event, organised by the New Zealand Property
Council, is a chance to acknowledge key individuals and organisations doing their bit to enhance Wellington’s cityscape.

McGoKartness ride to victory
by Chris Murray
The NZIQS (Institute of Quantity Surveyors) annual Go-kart
tournament was held late October with two LT teams taking
part to defend the mighty wooden drill trophy.
The racing was intense with more crashes then past years and
obvious aggression coming out from a tough site budget. It
didn’t take long for the two LT teams to work their way into
lead positions with 120 laps to become champions.
Honours List
1st Place - LT McGoKartness - Chris, Mitch, Joel and Ed.
2nd Place - LT Madness - Sam, Ryan, Mark and Adam.
Special mention goes to Ryan who pulled off the fastest lap!

3. In 2016 you made the move to Auckland, how are you
finding it?
Auckland is great– there is a lot to explore. And I’ve
adopted the saying, “If you don’t like the weather, wait 15
minutes.”
4. What are your interests outside of work?
Doing house renovations! Going to the gym or
swimming.
4. Something
most people
don’t know
about you?
After hours at
the university I
go around and
solve complex
math equations
left on the white
boards…

Hi Team (Stu H
ercus, Matt Kon
tze
and Tony Gorm
ley),

Gre
Feed at
back

I just wanted to
say well done an
d thank you for
effort the LTM te
the huge
am has made th
is
week and the hi
of finish on the
gh level
Tourism work!
The Auckland de
signer was quot
e ‘blown away’
standard of finis
by the
h from LTM com
pared to Aucklan
contractors… W
d
oo!
Pictured: Joel Andrew, Chris Murray, Mitch Aitchison and Ed Russell.

6

The Hard Yards | Dec 2018

Regards
Ally Jeppesen (P
roject

Manager)

With Compliments

NZ Tourism Fit
out,
1 Willis St

staff news

Follow us @ltmcguinness_construction
Got a good story for The Hard Yards? Email: kate.mcguinness.wellington@gmail.com

Iron will shown in the Hawkes Bay

Jeff McHardy reports on this year’s IronMāori competition.

The IronMāori Half event in the beautiful city of
Napier traditionally consists of a 2km swim and a
90km bike ride topped off with a 21km run. Held
in the first weekend of December, it’s a huge
endeavour and one that LT has proudly been
involved in for three years.
This year was the 10th anniversary and we fielded
18 teams and six solos. The week leading up to
the event saw Mother Nature throw up some
pretty bad weather and unusually high rainfall.
Unfortunately this meant the swim leg of the
competition was rightly cancelled and replaced
with a short 1.5km run before the bike leg licked in.
The athletes in the solo competition took it in their
stride and quickly donned their running shoes and stashed their
wetsuits for the start.
This year’s bike ride saw the wind play a big role so full credit to all
competitors. They would have felt like Lance Armstrong pedalling
out for 45km only to be brought back to reality by a brutal head
wind for the 45km return leg.
The run is always popular for both spectators and competitors,
even though their faces on the day might suggest otherwise. This
year, cloud cover and wind gave the runners some relief but these
ideal conditions weren’t enough for Ed Russell.
While voluntarily deciding to compete in several laps to motivate his
fellow LTM runners, Ed took the opportunity to bare his chest, dive
off the bridge and save a 10-year-old child who was being dragged
out of the lagoon from their capsized boat… all in a day’s work!
Special mention and congratulations to our first time solo athletes,
James Cotton, Trey Rider and Russell Mulder, who all battled a
tough day and completed the event, and also to Brian McGuinness
and company Priest Father Barry for completing a tough 21km walk.

Well done to all competitors: Tony Gormley, James Cotton,
Russell Mulder, Dave Grindell, Lisa McHardy, Trey Ryder, Kess
Nuku, Hoani Russell, Amby Talamaivao, James Toimata, Olivia
Crabbe, Amy McGuinness, Dan McGuinness, Jack McGuinness,
Kerrin Manuel, Kiri Manuel, Anna McGuinness, Shannon Sands,
Matt McGuinness, Jeff McHardy, Marianne Mulholland, Wade
Pulford, Malcolm Cree, Mark Oldfield, Finnbarr Kerr Newell,
Mollie Millynn, Simon Millynn, Kirstie McGuinness, Mitchell Guile,
Chris Guile, Adam Guile, Cooper Stewart, Finn Beggs, Edward
Russell, Chris Bargh, Sean McGuinness, Peter Dynan, Luke Golds
Ulli, Agustina Esmerado, Steve Becker, Luke Shurvy, Michael
Paulin, Manu Silafai, Ryan Cook, Sione Feki, Ollie McMillan, Ross
McMillan, Sam McMillan, Sarah Smyth, Brian McGuinness & Fr
Barry Scannell.

Ella King – Laser champion
She may have only started in the Wellington office
four months ago, but Ella King has already managed
to outwit her workmates in one of LT’s most ambitious
sports - Laser tag. We look forward to her return in
2019.

Paintball warfare
The competitive spirit came out in full force at Auckland’s
social club event at Woodhill Forest in Muriwai.

Staff and their families joined in the fun.

Back: Sam Wyllie, Aaron Stephens, Marta Fonseca,
Mark Oldfield, Elliot Mason, Olivia Crabbe & Louis
Scoble.
Front: Ella King, Sam Boult, Heath Crawford & Michael
Paulin

The Hard Yards | Dec 2018

7

staff news

Spotted...

Announcements
Albie enjoys his Casino Night prize – a
weekend with a brand new Ford Mustang.

Little one

30 Madden’s
Site blessing

Our best wishes

to Joel Andrew (Da
d)
) on the birth of the
ir
daughter Astrid,
who entered the wo
rld
in September.
and Carys (Mum

Welcome

born
oemai was
ox John M
Baby Lenn
Mum,
d
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Moemai
. Dad, LA
in October
d.
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ing ve
re, are look
Piriha Moo

Megan Paine of Willis Bond & Co., Fr Barry Scannell,
Aaron Lindsay, Matt and Brian McGuinness

University of Auckland’s B110 site BBQ

l
A baby gir new dad Beni

ions to
Congratulat
ia whose
mum Amel
d
Masoe an
ber.
rn in Novem
eva was bo
daughter R

Jacob, showing
Wendell Phillips
(one of the
original Fletcher
family) the piling
process at Queen’s
Wharf.

“ I managed to find a
way to get my drone up
at Catalina Bay.”
Finn Beggs

Welcome
A warm welcome to new staff:
Wellington
Peter Blang, Shavneel Goundar, Sam Lewis, Phil Schwalger, Bryan
Tevita, Matthew Uilao, Archie Williams, Melanie Favall

LT Auckland staff enjoyed a table at the NZ Institute Of
Building’s ‘Night at the Trots’ event.

Auckland
Kieran Canning, Guysen Lang, Kevin O’Shannassy, Rijo Van Boxtel,
Vicky Lowe, Karina Borovikova

Catalina Bay team

Christmas calendar
Wellington Xmas Party
8 December 2018,
6.30pm at The Embassy
Auckland Xmas Party
15 December 2018,
6.00pm at Cibo
Restaurant
8
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Kids Xmas Party
Wellington
15 December 2018,
1.00pm at the ASB Sports Centre
Xmas close (both Akl and Wlg)
Close end of day 21 Dec 2018;
reopens 7 Jan 2019.

