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TRANSFORMATION ON BRANDON STREET
Sam Wyllie, Josh Maxwell and Wade Pulford discuss the recent Harbour City Centre handover.
The Harbour City Centre team celebrated a significant milestone in
late September, handing over three floors of commercial office space
(3600sqm) to financial tech company FNZ.
The heritage-listed site on Wellington’s Brandon St has undergone
extensive work to bring it up to 100% NBS. LT McGuinness worked
alongside architecture firm HMOA and engineers Dunning Thornton
on the two-year project which entailed a complete interior and exterior
upgrade.
To bring the structure up to new building standards, extensive re-piling
and foundation works were carried out. Quantity Surveyor Sam Wyllie
describes the demolition phase as particularly challenging.

He adds, “One of the main issues we had on the feature stairwell was the
movement in the stair itself. As we added weight to it– framing, cladding
and glass, the stair would move and change our measurements! This
made the steel cladding a real challenge. We were all happy to see the
scaffold dismantled and what an epic focal point it turned out to be. Big
feather for everyone involved!”
The team are currently installing new timber shop-fronts and
refurbishing the canopies back to their glory days. This includes fitting
a pressed metal soffit lining (manufactured in Australia) to match the
historic cladding once there.
The next item on the agenda is a ground floor pop-up library for the
Wellington City Council and the team are excited to get started.

After removing the existing roof, rain poured down into large gaping
holes, creating cold and damp working conditions for the team.
Unfortunate discoveries along the way, such as the weathered
conditions of the existing timber piles and complex existing steel
connections (unaccounted for), meant that plans required speedy
revision and some tweaking to LT’s work programme. “This resulted in
DTC adding an additional 20 piles and instructing all accessible existing
piles to be underpinned. This added a lot of time and cost onto the
project.” Sam says. “It was nice to finally close in the holes and work in
a watertight environment.”
To meet new building standards, “LTM installed four full height K-frames,
two high capacity steel beams and a new steel lift shaft structure into
the existing building. These new members were generally replacing
existing parts of the structure and meant that the rimu floor joists
needed to be propped and cut back to enable the existing beams to be
removed. We managed to keep the floors intact for work to continue
on the floor above.” Sam explains.
Fitout specialist Josh Maxwell was meticulous leading the team to
deliver a modern office space for clients FNZ. “With the 3.6 m high oak
doors and glazing channel fixed directly to the partitioning, there was
no room for error. Extra care was taken fitting the twenty steel portals
plum and level.” Josh says. This attention to detail, “paid off throughout
the finishing proces.”

The exterior facade is designed to retain the buildings heritage features, with the
addition of a modern glass box on the top floor, and roof terraces to the north
and south.
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CONVENTION CENTRE SITE UNCOVERS HISTORY
Stu Hercus provides us with an update on the Convention Centre (as well as a bit of a history lesson).
Early enabling works contracts have commenced
at the Wellington Convention and Events Centre
(WCEC) site. The space covers 5,000m2 of reclaimed
land and excavation should reveal links interesting to
Wellington’s past. This includes train lines leading to Te
Aro Station, a trestle tramway bridge, redundant fuel
tanks and all sorts of other contamination you would
associate with unregulated industry use back in the day!
Following the completion of test piling, bulk excavation
began at the end of August. The piling design entails
610 diameter structural casings, bottom-driven to a
depth of 12 metres with a 6.6 tonne hammer. Vibration
readings are been monitored due to the immediate
proximity of neighbouring apartments.
The steel structure is base-isolated with customwelded and high capacity beams. A diagrid forms
the main body of the structure, linked together with
nodes. The façade consists of a translucent curtain wall
system formed to a rolling curve shape. The overall
form is impressive and whether intentional or not, pays
homage to the tale of three beached whales found in
this spot (prior to reclamation work) back in 1882.

LTM GET RECRUITING AT NZMA CAREERS EXPO
The team in Auckland mix it up with students at the NZMA Careers Expo. The main attractions included ‘Nail it’ and virtual
reality goggles. The day was a huge success!
In what is sure to be the first of many, the Careers Expo
held at the Vodafone Events Centre in Manukau was a great
opportunity to showcase a career in construction with LTM.
Aaron Lindsay, Lukes Golds-Uili, Harry Fui, Finn Beggs,
Kimberley Mansfield and Guysen Lang hosted LTM’s eyecatching booth. It was a spot that stood out from the others,
with special thanks to Kimberley’s husband Reuben for
assisting with furniture and lighting.
We were well-prepared with career booklets and wall
backdrops to showcase our projects and career information.
We appreciate the generosity of Chris Mathers (Watermark
Signs) who was happy to do these for free, saying, “anything
that promotes LTM– I’m all for”.
Interested students engaged with our team to gain an
understanding of the various roles within construction. They
had the opportunity to watch project time-lapses and our
christmas videos. A highlight was the virtual reality goggles
which allowed students to explore a virtual tour of our
buildings.
But the star of the show was easily ‘Nailed It’, a competitive
game which drew a fairly big crowd throughout the day.
With all Health and Safety measures taken in consideration,
punters attempted to hit a nail into wood with one blow.
Whoever hammered the nail in the deepest was the winner.
It’s harder than you think! The game resulted in a draw and
our two winners received tool kits this week.
The day was a brilliant success and gave us a platform to
showcase the unique culture within our company. Well done
to everyone involved. We’ve no doubt we’ll see a few new
recruits. We are already following up on some CVs from the
day. If you know anyone looking then get in touch!
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HUGE NIGHT AT NZIOB AWARDS FOR LTM
LT McGuinness had a memorable night at the NZIOB 2019 Awards. Pat Carmine gives us a rundown of the evening.

LTM enjoyed a superb night at the NZ Building Industry Awards (23
August) with Ben Whaanga and Nick Morris claiming the ‘Supreme
Award’ and Matt Pattinson picking up the ‘Young Achiever Award’.

Nick and Ben’s ability to stay focused on the client’s interests, all
whilst going out of their way to keep neighbours engaged and
‘on-side’, drew the judges’ praise.

Over 650 people attended the prestigious event held at Auckland’s
Cordis (Langham) Hotel. Affectionately dubbed the “building industry Oscars”, the competition is now in its 25th year. 2019 saw
59 entries received across 11 categories and we’re proud to say
that all five LTM entries made the finals.

In their acceptance speech, Ben and Nick acknowledged their
families, LTM mentors, and the hard-working site teams which
put them in position to take out the top award.

Each category winner becomes eligible for the ‘Supreme Award’.
Ben and Nick were blown away when they heard their names
announced, describing their reaction as, “absolutely stoked”. The
‘Supreme Award’ is a first for LTM and the judges highly commended their work, describing the duo as, “young guns who
smashed their project out of the park.”
Having dealt with major challenges on the Charles Fergusson
Tower project, such as asbestos removal and late design changes,

In choosing Matt Pattinson for the ‘Young Achiever Award’, the
judges noted his expertise in heritage and facades, particularly on
award-winning projects such as St Mary of the Angels, the PwC
Centre and Clyde Quay Wharf.
Matt says there was a great atmosphere at the awards dinner,
“With much whooping and hollering from the LTM tables whenever one of our entrants was announced.” New Zealand-wide
recognition of the firm’s efforts was an added bonus. “You graft
away at your job in Wellington, so it’s nice to see all our work
recognised nationally.”

NICK MORRIS & BEN WHAANGA

Charles Fergusson Tower

Winners, GIB Supreme Award
Excellence, Allied Concrete Projects $20m-$50m

MATT PATTINSON

Charles Fergusson Tower

Winner, BCITO Young Achiever Award

AARON LINDSAY

Wynyard Central

Excellence, BBD Projects over $50m

JEFF MCHARDY

PWC Centre

Highly Commended, BBD Projects over $50m

RONAN GILSENAN

Catalina Bay

Finalist, Carters Projects $8m-$25m
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LTM Boss Poem
By Luke Golds-Uili

Onsite veggie garden and seed club
Photos below are from the HSBC (Commerical Bay) site in
Auckland. Typically, our garden beds are made from waste
materials and recycled products found onsite. The beds
below have been constructed from demolished HVAC
ducting, simply cut in half! This summer we’re running a
tomato growing competition. Keep tuned for the winner.

by Puro Coleman (Multicivil Contractors)
When you work on any LT McGuinness site
there are a few names you cannot miss.
Steve Lowe is the safety rep
but he’d rather you called him ‘Fish’.
There is Dion Russell, another boss on any LT site.
When he gives you a job for him to do
‘Make sure you do it right!’.
Now Nick who was welcomed to the 30 year club,
part of the LT McGuinness elite.
He’s so helpful in his own approach to get the job compl
ete.
Steve Becker is another boss who competes in some
triathlons.
He goes way beyond in helping you
to get the job moving along.
Chris Guile, I thought this guy ain’t cool, surely he ain’t
the one.
but just follow his orders and do the job,
he is happier when it’s done.
There is Bill and Kerrin Manuel, the father and son duo.
Bill runs any LT site,
and well, Kerrin runs the show.
Sean, Aaron and Danny McGuinness, that’s just to name
Plenty of other siblings, sisters, nieces and nephews.a few.
I’ve had the pleasure of working with these bosses
whose
knowledge and experience is a gem.
To work along side any of these bosses
will turn any boys into men.
Some days may not run smoothly,
some days they may scream or shout.
But at the end of the day, heed what they say,
eventually you can work it out.
This is my experience only,
opinions differ from each and everyone.
To be working along side any of these great gentlem
en
for many years to come
So if you are looking for an adventure I cannot be more
direct.
To work for any of these LT Bosses is a privilege
with the up most respect.

Worker bees on site
We have recently installed
two beehives at our
Catalina Bay site with
approximately 20,000
domesticated bees. Over
the summer months
(during harvest) these
numbers will swell to
100,000+ and we should
have a very nice return of
local LTM honey to share.
A fun activity like running
a hive encourages us to
think about the benefits
of stress relief in the
workplace. Just check out
this article: www.stress.
org/garden-reducestress
Our new project also adds
an exciting environmental
outlook.
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SACRED HEART CAREERS EVENING FORSYTH BARR COMPLETED
Pat Carmine, Nick Gibbons, Guysen Lang, Harry Fui and
Marianne Mulholland attended the Sacred Heart Careers
Evening in Auckland on 6 August.

Tony Gormley headed the recently completed Forsyth Barr
project in Wellington. Check out this stunning work!

The careers evening gave Year 13s a chance to chat with
various companies present on the night.
Surprisingly, LTM was the only construction company in
attendence, but this was the perfect opportunity to engage
with our young audience. We had Pat talking about LTM’s
projects, Nick (who is a Sacred Heart Old Boy) describing
Quantity Surveying, Guysen doing a BIM demo, Harry in
his ‘hi-vis’ apprentice gear flying the flag for carpenters
and Marianne providing a brief overview of the history and
values of LTM.
It was an excellent evening and we’ve had some
encouraging follow-up enquiries from students wanting
to come on board.

Forsyth Barr at 157 Lambton Quay threw up a lot of challenges
which made it a very tough job to complete. Congratulations to
the whole team who are looking forward to a celebratory ‘shout’.

How long have you been working for the
company and what is your role?
I have been working as a cadet for LT
McGuinness for 9 months. In my role, I have been
tasked with a number of responsibilities on the
SNW Extension project including: (but not limited
to) document control, health and safety and parts
of the interior fit out.
Favourite part of the job?
My favourite part of the job has been working
alongside the team and subcontractors to
complete parts of the interior fitout. It has
allowed me to gain experience across all areas
and trades, to better understand the technical
aspects of construction and develop good work
practices going forward.
Funniest memory from the office?
There have been many funny moments onsite,
lots of banter in the office and laughs over a pint
at the student bar. A bonus being on a university
campus!
Interests outside of work?
These days, its all about family time. Taking the
kids to the beach, hanging out at home and
spending time with friends and the wider family.
When I do get some ‘me’ time, I like to exercise,
either at crossfit or a local multi-sports games
night.
Something unusual that most people don’t
know about you?
That’s a tricky one! I don’t have any unusual
talents these days, however, back in my youth I
learnt to play the cello and used to be a wrestler!
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Rhianne
Tarau
goes
to
Space
Camp
Rhianne (Alby Tarau’s daughter) has recently been to
Space Camp in the USA. You might remember Rhianne
from the PwC site when she helped during the completion
clean up.
She was thrilled to receive sponsorship from LTM.
“Just a big thank you for your support in helping me get to
space camp based in Huntsville, Alabama (USA). The camp
was held from the 5th of July to the 20th of July. While
there, I was able to do mission simulations in different
areas such as mission control, the international space
station and inside a rocket. We got assessed on working as
a team and supporting each other.

Sponsorship

Hall of Fame Awards

LT McGuinness sponsored the ‘Wellington Region Business
Hall of fame’ awards ceremony on Friday 23rd August.
Edward Russell proudly welcomed and presented Coastlands
Shopping with the 2019 award.

iSport Fundraising Rugby Breakfast
On Wednesday 21st August some of the boys (Finn, Beni,
Ben, Wayne, Fidell, Luke T and Jonny) attended the iSport
Fundraising Rugby Breakfast. Richie McCaw is seen below
as a guest speaker.

My role in the team was EVA officer (mission control)
and mission specialist (astronaut). I experienced building
miniature rockets, seeing the Discovery Shuttle and having
lunch with Fred Gregory (Astronaut).
What I’ve gained out of this is knowledge on what
astronauts have done to get to where they are and the
different jobs that are involved in sending people up to
space. It was an amazing opportunity and I would love to
have another opportunity like this. Without your support I
wouldn’t have been able to attend.”

Tania Dalton Foundation

The Tania Dalton foundation is all about raising funds to
help young women unlock their potential in the sporting
arena. The gala dinner was held on 29 August at Sky City
in Auckland and LTM scholarship recipient, Paris Lokotui,
joined our table.
Pictured below
is Melissa Campbell and Agustina
Esmarado (the day before Agustina headed off on
maternity leave). To the left is Paris and Marianne, both
shoulder-tapped to participate in one of Tania’s Cheeky
Challenges. This one involved throwing lollies into a
bucket (very glam).
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staff news
Auckland event - Escapade NZ

Matt Kontze Top 10

Congratulations to Wellington’s Matt Kontze who
finished in the top 10 for Lower North Island at the
Apprentice of the Year Awards 2019.
‘Á Team’ took down ‘The Dark Shetland Ponies’ by just one
minute (or 20 seconds depending on who you ask) at the
Comercial Bay/1QS team building event held at Escapade NZ.

LTM apprentices celebrate

Congratulations Bryce Hunter
Bryce has been awarded a Site
Safe Scholarship to participate
in the ‘Health and Safety in
Construction Programme’. This
is great news. Congratulations
Bryce!
This takes into account his
existing NZQA training, so Bryce
is already well on his way to
attaining this qualification. Once
he’s finished, Bryce can partake in
tertiary study if he chooses.
The feedback we’ve had from
Site Safe is that they are looking
forward to having Bryce in the
training room. His experience will
add real value for the rest of the
trainees.

Happy birthday Nino!
We celebrated Nino’s 65th birthday with a morning tea at our
Wellington office. It was a good turn out and easily the best spread
9 Francis Place has seen. This also marked Nino’s 25th year with
LTM. Congratulations on both milestones Nino!

Well done Rawiri Riwaka, Jamie McKay, Dave Gregory and
Matt Kontze on completing your apprenticeships. The
guys were presented with their awards by Bill and Kerrin
Manuel.

It’s a wrap
This month saw the final managers’ meeting for the year.
Daniel O’Connor (pictured above) gave us a run-down
on Health and Safety and guest speaker Stephen Kearney,
from Umbrella, delivered a fascinating and interactive
presentation on resilience.
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staff news

Follow us @ltmcguinness_construction
Got a good story for Hard Yards? Email: ltm@mcguinness.co.nz

Spotted...

NEW ARRIVALS

Mollie and Simon
recently welcomed
Penelope into the
world.

Agustina and Peter
welcomed their baby
girl, Allegra born 21
September.

Sam Boult has been spotted
in Croatia soaking up the sun.
Enjoy the rest of you Euro trip
Sam.

Ben and Danelle
welcomed Benji on
18 September. He is
already adored by his
three big brothers.

Hoani and
Rachelle,
along with
big brother
Nikau (and
grandad
Dion) introd
uce Ihaia
to the family.

Aaron Lindsay had to
don Canterbury colours
after he lost a bet to Luke
Golds-Uili by backing the
Canes in their Semi Final.
In the end a cheating Sam
Whitelock infringement
decided his fate.

A+ in English for the Filipino lads

Kamiano and Lucky lowering the time capsule at Bowen
State Building.

Last month saw the last English class for our Filipino staff for
the year. They’ve done really well and will return next year for
more lessons. Good on ya lads!

WINNERS

Congratulations to the two winners of the ‘Roadtripping with our new
set of wheels’ colouring competition. Thank you to everyone who sent
us their artwork.

Miella Manuel
- Lightning McGuinness

Zoe Franklin
- Rainbow Flash

Welcome
A warm welcome to new staff:
Wellington
Georgia Robinson, Nathan Harris, Sam Short, Sam Matthews, Mark
Vonder, Daniel O’Connor, Tauwhitu Hillman, John Koster, William Saifoloi,
Billy Louie and Sean Fitzgibbon, Daniel Jackson.

Auckland
Viv Honigsztejn, Ganesh Balasahe, Nathan Turner and Bernard Mai.
8

The Hard Yards | October 2019

