the hard yards.
March 2018

View from the Top

the numbers...

at a glance

A chance to hang up the hard hats and enjoy a job well done.

4700m3

concrete poured.

Staff deserve a pat on the back after taking
a series of challenges in their stride. The
roof required a major redesign of the structural steel roof system (post installation) and
that was before the weather gods played
their part. At the time of the shout, just
under 12 roofs were complete; the last one
being only ¾ finished. We can now safely
report that the last 1/4 has been polished
off.

approx
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a car lift
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113 Residencies
12 Retail tenancies

137

Following with LT tradition, this was celebrated with a roof shout for staff. The
team tucked into a hearty buffet meal and
breathed a sigh of relief.

precast components

sits on

2018 kicked off with a cracker summer
around the country. Auckland’s temps frequently pushed past 30 degrees, but then
came the high winds! Such temperamental
conditions can make work a little more challenging on the construction site, but despite
the setbacks, the Wynyard team recently
celebrated a key milestone – finishing the
roof.

4000

over

12 roofs are on – time to celebrate!
The Wynyard team get together for a
traditional LT roof shout. Aaron Lindsay
gives us an overview of the project to date.

bored piles
ranging in depth
from:

9-25m

The roof design is a particularly impressive structure. SWP were responsible for
constructing the sustainably designed roofs.
11 of the 12 are ‘green roofs’ and harvest
rainwater for use in the development. All 12
are ‘warm roofs’.

Covers three areas:

It’s been a long haul (the Wynyard project
started back in Oct 2015), but we only have
a few more months to go before the project wraps up in May. We’re already looking
forward to the next shout!

(the Pavilions were handed
over in Sept 2017 and are
currently occupied)

Wynyard Quarter Development

3 x 5-storey Pavilions
8 x 3-storey Townhouses
11-storey Apartment block

Bowen Team –
Ahead of the Game
Wellington’s Bowen Campus is a hive of activity.
The team have been busy finishing the roofs,
structure and facade. Chris Murray reports on
some of the project’s recent highlights.
Hitting targets early
The Stucture of the Annexe is now complete, and well-ahead
of programme. Sione and his crew were responsible for
erecting a six-storey precast and steel structure which locks
onto the existing building on the north and east ends.
Steve Becker is on the home straight with the facade edge
perpetrations. The facade installation team is hot on his
heels, and we look forward to seeing the building gain a
much-needed facelift.
continues p.2
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Bowen Team– continued
A Focus on Strengthening
Steve Becker has also been tasked with ensuring the core
strengthening work goes to plan. With 36 bearing plates and
8 bearing pins to be installed. following the major cutting
of the shearwalls vertically, from top to bottom. This man
deserves a Lion Brown!
Mitch and Ryan have the base build wrapping up, with most
of the strengthening work complete and the bathrooms now
underway.
At the north and south ends of the building, Jake and his
team have now got the shearwalls and beam strengthening
finely tuned; turning around concrete pours twice as fast as
when they first began.

Voices from the Site

“

With Dion “the powerhouse” behind it all and overseeing the
majority of work and Adam G’s passion for numbers – it’s a
recipe for success!
Looking Ahead
The date has been set for the roof shout, so the roof needs
to be finished! Fue and his team are working fast to complete
the parapets, membranes and gutters.

Best part of working on your site?

“My favourite part of this site definitely
has to be our eclectic team, different
characters and backgrounds. Bonded
by a love of beer and Olympico Table
tennis.”

“The people. They’re
always up for a laugh.”
Jack Craughwell,
Bowen Campus

Aaron Lindsay, Wynyard Qtr

“The good camaraderie.
Everyone treats each other
as equals.”
Nick Morris, Bowen Campus

“I feel safe on the site. Here (in NZ),
Health and Safety is a priority....supervisor
Steve Lowe always checks on staff. In the
Phillipines, no one was checking!”
Japhet E. Calipon, Bowen Campus

“It feels like being on ‘The Block’ everyday! Everyone’s working hard to get
apartment interiors ready for architect inspections. We’re under a lot of
pressure, and it can be chaotic at times, but the sense of accomplishment is
invaluable when we get it all done in time for the inspections.”
Bohan Lin, Wynyard Quarter

Countdown to Completion
Jack McGuinness provides an update on the University of Auckland’s Newmarket site.
In Auckland, handover of the new University of
Auckland Exercise Science Facility is fast approaching, so it’s all hands-on-deck to have the
the students, patients and staff in by mid-March.
A major challenge for the team has been the tight
timeframe, an 8-month programme. The team, led
by Chris Guile and John Harrison, have been going
beyond the point of call to finish the project to a
2
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high standard. With just two weeks to go, the final
“fancy” touches are being carried out before
the team can celebrate.
The building, designed by Jasmax, will
not only house exercise science students
and gym go-ers, but also be a space for
rehabilition assistance.

Healthy Options a Hit
At 10am on any given workday, the underground Bowen
Campus cafeteria is a bustling spot for hungry staff
fueling up for the day.
There is a long line of employees ordering their feed
at AJ’s Snack Shack– the popular onsite cafe run by
husband and wife, Jared and Anouk Drake.
The couple started the onsite cafe last year, and its success has seen it expand to another LTM locale– Site 10.
The convenience for workers has been a real drawcard,
not to mention the delicious variety of food on offer.
Anouk, has a creative flair for
AJ’s Snack Shack dreaming up new menu items,
and customers aren’t limited
...a bustling to traditional fried fare. Anouk
and Jared have introduced
spot for
lighter options such as salads,
hungry staff, including Kumara and Bacon,
Italian Pesto Orzo, Mexican
fueling up
Rice and of course the crowd
for the day. favourite–fresh fruit. Anouk
explains, that when the weather
heated up, customers sought something a bit lighter;
prefering fresh filled rolls and crunchy salads over hot
chips and burgers.
For Valentine’s Day, Anouk added a touch of romance
to the menu. Her specialty cupcakes were available to
order ahead of the day; what a convenient way to shop
for your loved one! Saves a trip to Michael Hill.
The duo say they love their work and they’ve enjoyed
getting to know their clientele.
Jared comments, “Because we’re
in a contained space, we get to
know our cutomers on a
first name basis. Not many
other cafes can say
that.”
We think the LT
crew are lucky
to have such a
friendly cafe
as their smoko
spot.

5 Hoani Russell
mins with

Below: Hoani with
Nikau and Rachelle
in Queenstown.

1. How long have you been working for LT,
and what was your initial role?
I started as a labourer in
the school holidays with
my Dad Dion–at the
tender age of 15.
Let’s just say it was
a baptism by fire!
From there, I started
my apprenticeship
straight out of high
school.
2. What’s your
current role?
Favourite part of your
job?
As a Site Manager, my
favourite part of the job is
looking at the finished product
when we hand it over. It makes all the hard work worth it.
3. Funniest memory on a construction site?
Any job that Tiwai Cowan is on– you are guaranteed a laugh!
4. You’ve recently become a Dad, how do you balance your job
with parenthood?
Life has changed for the better. It gives you a new meaning to
life when you become a father. I think the most important part of
balancing work is to try your hardest to be home on time, because
before you know it, your kids will think you are the milk man!
5. What are your interests
outside of work?
Spending time with my family
and playing all types of sport.
6. What is something unusual
that most people don’t know
about you?
My dad and I are part time
models (see image). When I was
younger, we were selected from
thousands of applicants to be
the face of an OSH campaign.
I’m not too sure why, but we
haven’t had any more jobs
since...

Aspiring Students
check out Site 10
LT’s summer interns were treated to a guided tour of
Site 10 with Project manager, Jeff McHardy.
It was a unique opportunity for these students of architecture, quantity surveying, engineering, and construction to see a real example of a large-scale commercial
job. Peter McGuinness adds, “This is the next generation coming through and it’s the industry’s responsibility
to take care of them.”
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Site-seeing in San Fran
by Ben Whaanga
During a recent visit to San Francisco, I had the
privilege of having a site visit organised by our
friends from Procore at a Hathaway Dinwiddie
site. Hathaway Dinwiddie is a large construction
firm that was established over 100 years ago. They
specialise in large commercial construction and
have been involved in a number of iconic projects
throughout the states, including the TransAmerica
Building and the Airforce One Hangar.

Mural Delights Passers-by
Marianne Mulholland took this night shot of the vibrant
children’s mural which stretches along Bowen’s pedestrian
walkway.
The mural was painted by the children at Parliament’s
Playhouse Early Childhood Centre, and was featured in
The Dominion Post last year. The young artists enjoyed the
opportunity to brighten up the construction area with bright
pictures painted on large boards. Well worth a look!

During my site visit, I was shown the almost complete Exchange Project, which is a hub of four
buildings that will house the Silicon Valley software
firm Dropbox.
This site is part of a hub of large buildings that will
be the head-quarter bases for a number of leading
Silicon Valley technology firms.
The building methodologies and processes are
not vastly different to those that we adopt at LT’s,
however, theirs is on
a much larger scale.
It was great to get a
glimpse of how the
big boys operate in
Trump town.
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The ‘Exchange’ will house
a number of corporate
firms, retail spots, restaurants and cafes.

Pictured here, is Phil (Graham’s
2IC). You can see who’s doing all
the work! Looks like another tool
for the LT Relics Museum.

Cabins for Comfort
Our apprentices have been busy constructing small (but
complex) cabins to be used by the Wellington-based organisation, Ryhaven Charitable Trust. The trust works with
low-income families to repair their homes to a decent
living standard, and the cabins will be used to provide
temporary accommodation for families.
Construction is taking place at the Yard under the supervision of Bill Manuel. There are approximately four carpentry apprentices on the project and these young upstarts
are learning useful skills. The residential skills component
is a critical part of their apprentice qualification and this
can be tricky to facilitate on a commercial building site.
The cabins are transported to
residential properties.

4

These apprentices have seen
the cabins from their inception,
through to installation.
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The apprentices certainly understand that these cabins are
meeting a real need for recipient families.
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Suggestions Welcome
Steve Lowe’s new and improved ‘Suggestion Box’ is
proving successful on Bowen Campus.
He says that some staff feel more comfortable
sharing an idea anonymously, and Health & Safety
supervisers appreciate their contributions.

LT’s first van
Do you have a
helpful H&S
suggestion
for your site?

In its day, this sporty wee ‘Thames Trader’ van was
a real head-turner. Vans were not common in the
1960s, so when Laurie McGuinness purchased this
ultra-modern vehicle for the company, he was
considered ahead of his time. The van was painted
in the company blue and wore LT’s logo with pride
(This vintage logo would be replaced with the current version in 1975).

There are several ways
employees can put their
suggestions forward.
-raise a concern at a safety meeting
-write it on a slip of paper for your
site’s suggestion box
-speak with the supervisor onsite
-contact one of the H&S
managers (phone or email)

Notice that heavy duty roof racks weren’t available
back then, so if any long pieces of timber needed to
be transported, the back door would be flung open
and the pieces would be marked with flags. Safety
first!
Pete recalls that it was such an important van, Jim
was the only son allowed to drive it. Jim used his
initiative to build passenger seats for the back...
surprisingly, there were no injuries recorded. What
Laurie didn’t know, was that Jim used to take the
van on surf trips up the coast; needless to say, the
van suffered from some premature rusting.

Before the van
arrived on the
scene, the
boys drove
around town
in a hefty
old Bedford truck.
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Steve’s old suggestion
box, (a reminder of his NZ
Army days), is headed for
the Relics
Museum.
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colour me and win!

LT
KIDS

Do you have an eye for design?
LT’s hardhats need a new look. Use your imagination to colour
or decorate the picture below, and be in to win some great prizes!

Wi
‘Sm n a
priz iggle’
e pa
ck.

Name: _____________________________________ Age: ____________
Contact email or phone number: __________________________________
Entries due: Friday 20th April 2018
Drop your entry off at the Wellington or Auckland LT offices, or scan/photograph a copy
and email it to: molliem@mcguinness.co.nz
Entrants must be under 15 yrs old.
6
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Winner will be
featured in the
next edition of
The Hard Yards

staff news

Gone Fishing
Some of LTs Auckland
team took to the harbour for a spot of fishing in late Feb. Snapper and a few cold
ones were enjoyed
by all (even those
who didn’t manage to
catch anything...)

Running for Cystic Fibrosis
Chris Bargh and a few of the LT boys (including Nick Morris’
whanau and Ben Whaanga) took part in Wellington’s annual
Round the Bays event on the 18th Feb. The team’s focus was
to raise money for Cystic Fibrosis NZ, a terrific organisation
that supports over 500 affected families across New Zealand.
The team have raised $3000 so far. This money will go
towards providing cystic fibrosis education, social worker
support, emotional and
welfare assistance, and
funding critical research.

Down in Wellington,
the apprentices took
to the water with Bill
Manuel and Tiwai.

If you would like to donate,
visit: www.cfnz.org.nz
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Inspirational Ironmen
Let’s just remind you what
an Ironman entails... a
3.8km swim, 180km
bike ride and
42.2km run.

Casino Nights

Congratulations
to Amy and Jack
McGuinness who
completed the gruelling Taupo Ironman
on March 3rd. Still
smiling – these guys
make it look easy!

l

anue

Bill M

LT McAviator attended a Bowen Cup Casino Night by
RCP on the 22nd Feb. It was a tough comp and the
boys were sweating in the last round. Although they
didn’t walk away with the grand prize, they did sit
rather comfortably in mid-field position– thanks to
Adam Pugh!

Table Tennis Champs
Fridays at Wynyard involve some competitive table tennis action. The current
league doubles champs are Aaron “the
real deal” Lindsay and Luke “the Waitakere
wanderer” Golds-Uli. Singles champion is
Takeshi “the hot stepper” Burden.

The Professional Gambler - Adam Pugh
Casual Social Gambler - Chris Murray
Serious Social Gambler - Joel Andrews
Relief and Escape Gambler - Adam Guile
Compulsive Gambler - Russel Mulder
Antisocial/Personality Gambler - Sam Boult

We’ll keep you posted on the winners’
board!

Mt Vic Bowlers’ Triumph
Congrats to the Mt Vic
LT boys who recently
won the Victoria
Bowling Comp.

Quiz Answers:.
1.Rocky Marciano., 2. Uruguay, 3. Grayling,4. Die Another
Day, 5. Jørn Utzon, 6. Jim McGuinness, 7. Pa’anga,
8. The Daily Planet, 9. 28 days, 10. Anna Paquin

Left: Dan Pickett, Bill
Manuel, Oliver Pike,
Graeme Bowen.
Absent: Brian and
Jack Mcguinness.
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staff news

Follow us
@ltmcguinness_construction

If you have a good story for The Hard Yards,
email: kate.mcguinness.wellington@gmail.com

Fashion in the Field

Announcements

The social club joined in the fun at
Wellington’s Trentham Races.
The sizzling heat didn’t deter these happy
punters. Ed Russell may not have been
so lucky in the cash stakes, but he did
manage to score himself a pair of stylish
silver stilettos.
Now that there’s a men’s section in the
fashion ring, LT might consider an entry
for next year.
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Congratulati
ons to Molli
e
Millynn (Wel
lington office
) who
married her
beau Simon
th
is
summer. The
pa ir celebrat
ed
on
a tropical is
land.

We congratulate Browne
Browne on the arrival
of his granddaughter,
Fiamma (which means
‘liitle flame’)!

“These look better on me anyway.”
Ed Russell

Welcome

That Manuel Touch of Magic
A warm welcome to new staff:
Jonathan Tuilaepa, Bowen Campus
Tulei Taualii, Bowen Campus
Nani Finai, Harbour City Centre

Smoko Quiz
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Tiahn, 2nd left top row. Jackson 3rd

8

Jackson and Riley Manuel (Kerrin’s
other two sons) were part of the winning team. Jackson picked up MVP,
Golden Boot, and named in the All
Star Tournament Team. Congratulations guys!
from right in top row, Riley 1st on the

Answers on p.7

Manager (Dad) Kerrin Manuel joined
the boys in Oz and even scored his
own t-shirt, ‘Got the wind, the rain
and Kerrin Manuel.’ Tiahn’s catchphrase was the top pick though,
‘Same old Tiahn, always winning.’

right, bottom row.

1. Name the only heavyweight boxing champion to finish his
career of 49 fights without ever having been defeated?
2.Which of these countries does not have a greater population
than New Zealand ?
a. Uruguay, b. Norway, c. Denmark, d. Hong Kong
3. Which of the following fish are not commonly found in New
Zealand coastal or inland waters? a. Rainbow Trout,
b. Bronze Whaler Sharks, c. Grayling, d. Striped Marlin
4. Director Lee Tamahori is best known for directing Once
Were Warriors and which James Bond movie ?
5.Who designed the Sydney Opera House? a. Jørn Utzon,
b. Frank Lloyd Wright, c. Neville Lund, d. Im Hotep
6. Who is driving the LT vintage van (appears in this edition)?
7. What is the name of Tonga’s currency?
8. In the Superman movies, what newspaper does Clark Kent
work for?
9. The length of time for a concrete to harden?
a. 26 days, b. 28 days, c. 24 days, d. 20 days
10. Which New Zealand Academy Award winner has appeared
in the X-Men film series, The Piano and the True Blood television series ?

Keeping it in the family, assistant coach Tiahn Manuel’s futsal team
recently took out first place at the Australian National Futsal (indoor
football) Champs (U15 category) in Surfer’s Paradise.

