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Tributes flow at Pete’s farewell
Peter McGuinness has officially retired from the company he helped
build over 46 years. But don’t expect him to leave the building yet.

MC Dan
McGuinness
did a terrific job
managing the
speakers.

At his retirement celebration in
Wellington, Peter was gifted with his
own microphone for the evening;
an opportunity which he relished.
MC Dan McGuinness played a
terrific host and timekeeper. No
small feat, but he managed to keep
the speakers in check.
A captive audience heard from 20
key individuals within the firm, who
shared their fond memories of Pete,
a man who values hard work, a team
attitude, innovation, and a good laugh! Pete is well-known for
his fearless approach to life and work. As an integral part in LT’s
success story, the strong reputation of the company is in no
small part attributed to him. A resounding theme touched upon
by various speakers was Peter’s drive for excellence, especially
on the construction site. As Matt McGuinness remarked, “95%
was never good enough for Uncle Peter”.
Brian presented a short history of the McGuinness brothers’
working life, and recalled their happy childhood with the four
boys growing up under the influence of their father, builder
Laurie McGuinness. In the early 70s, Brian and Peter teamed up
to work on a variety of projects, from building homes to moving
them in the dead of night! By the mid 70s, Peter, Brian and Jim
decided to focus on growing Laurie’s business and they spent
the next few decades establishing the firm we know today.
Whilst it has evolved over the years, its core ethos has remained
the same. Peter, Brian and Jim have taken pride in watching
future generations (not just from their own families) enter the
business and help it grow.
A highlight of the evening was a moving haka led by Dion
Russell. The company then presented Peter with a special
parting gift, a beautiful carved patu, crafted from timber and
whalebone.
Peter himself spoke of his passion for the company and its
people, the importance of culture, health & safety, respect and
taking risks, “I am easily bored. I enjoy taking risks, and all of the
jobs we’ve done are just part of my journey.”
Though he is “retiring” he assures us that he’s not quite leaving
the building just yet. You will be sure to see him bustling around
the office or on site, handkerchief and iphone in hand. This is a
man with a passion for new projects and “doing the hard yards”.
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Just a brief history... (unlike Pete’s speeches)

From the
archives...

The making
of a builder
DIY Years
The Graduate
Peter’s father Lawrence
introduces his sons Jim, Peter,
Brian and Mark to building.
They help out on weekends
and school holidays.

Pete earns his Civil
Engineering degree from
Canterbury University

Studious Youth
Peter is pictured with his parents
(Kath and Laurie) on his 21st
birthday.

1950s

1960s

Peter marries Susie
and they set up a life in
Wellington, doing up
houses and growing a
large family.
Peter and Brian embark on
their own house building
projects.

1970s

Peter and Brian
establish “LT House
Movers’ transporting
houses around
Wellington. This
involves lots of late
night work!

Honda Cars

Stout St Carpark

House Mover

Commercial Projects
LT wins some big ticket contracts
and the company starts gaining
recognition in the industry.

New Logo
LT creates a new
‘look’ for themselves
and set up their
office in Francis
Place. Jim, Peter and
Brian run the firm
together.

1980s
Fiddle de-de
The McGuinness
brothers embark on
a new adventure;
refurbishing an old
site into the Irish
pub ‘Molly Malones’.
Peter enjoys getting
closer to his Irish
roots.

Business
Growth
The milennium hits
and the company
really takes off. Pete
manages the Chews
Lane development.
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1990s
‘Pete’s Park’ at the Broderick
Office Complex

Vintage Car Rally

Chews Lane Precinct

The
future...

2000s
2010s

Clyde Quay Wharf

Expansion into Auckland

Iconic

LT sets up in the big smoke and gets
busy constructing apartments on
the waterfront. Pete spends a lot of
his time flying back and forth to lend
a hand.

Looking sharp, Peter and
his brothers enjoy winning
the ‘Wellington Icon’ award
for their contribution to
Wellington’s cityscape.
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Pete plans
to spend
more time
honing
his craft
at lawn bowls, driving his beloved
Packard up and down the country and
spending time with his grandchildren.
His ever-patient wife Susie will be glad
to see him finish a few of the DIY jobs
he started 10 years ago.

Working around the clock
While the rest of the city sleeps, LTM are busy chipping away at
Pastoral House in downtown Wellington. Kurt Sickler gives us a
rundown of the job that ticks into the early hours of the morning.
Site Managers Joe Ketterer and Joel Doran
have been exceptional in working around the
clock and organising subcontractors to keep
up with the Pastoral House project timeline.
Because the job has been condensed to a
shorter programme, the project runs on a
night and day shift. Note that the building
is still occupied by the Ministry of Primary
Industries, so all noisy work is completed in
the wee hours!

Taking care
of Xero
Mark Oldfield reports.

LTM Facilities and Maintenance
were recently awarded a three year
facilities management contract by the
new owner of Xero One on Taranaki
Street. The 6,500sqm, five-level
office building is the global corporate
HQ for Xero. This is on the back of
some outstanding work Facilities and
Maintenance have provided for Grant
Thornton House (same client) over the
past four years.

Tennent Brown Architects have designed
Levels 2 and 3 as operational offices with
a large occupancy, so the area on each
floor plate has been maximised to reach full
capacity. Structural upgrade work is now
being undertaken on the perimeter walls and
work is due to be complete by the end of May.
No doubt these guys will be looking forward
to a good night’s sleep!

Fun fact
The building has dual frontages on to
The Terrace and Lambton Quay.

Tony Gormley worked on one of the Scott
family’s first projects in Wellington, ‘The
Black Harp’– almost 20 years ago!

Thirsty for a crafty pint?
Wellington’s hottest new brewpub ‘Whistling Sisters
Beer Co.’ has opened its doors on Taranaki Street.
The establishment merges together a brewery and bar
so that you can enjoy the best of both worlds.
The Hard Yards chats to Bob Walker about the fitout.

Photo by Jake Mein

Happy punters on the opening night. Left to right: John (subcontractor), Gary
Ellis, Elwyn Scott (client), Tony G, Richard Just and Jessie (subcontractor).

‘The Fermentery’ is where you can enjoy a range of tasty craft beers.

If you have ever stepped into a brewery you’ll be familiar
with the pungent scent emanating from the hops. Bob
Walker says the team became well acquainted with the
fermentary smell during the bar build and it certainly didn’t
distract them from completing the project in only four
months. Whistling Sisters Beer Co. is a modern brewery
nestled on the corner of Ghuznee and Taranaki Street,
where it attracts beer aficinados and happy punters alike.
Walker points out that a major challenge during the build
was coordinating all the subcontractors to fit into the

timeframe. Glass panels were installed on the mezzanine floor
and then the team had to coordinate all bar services and ducts.
Another tricky aspect of the job was dealing with the existing
building at the start, “We had to waterblast the shell to expose
the concrete ‘look’. A messy job!” Walker explains.
Owners, the Scott family, were heavily involved in the design
process and their personal touch is evident throughout. The
aesthetic is rather industrial, including an artistic mural on one
of the central walls, a perforated ballistrade and feature light
fittings.
Proceeds from the brewery help to fund the Karen Louisa
Foundation, an organisation started by the Scott family to
honour their daughter lost to cancer. The foundation funds
research into secondary (advanced) breast cancer. Certainly a
good reason to visit and buy a snifter or two.
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‘Real world’ learning
Following a recent site visit, students involved with
the Keystone Trust delivered some positive feedback. LT McGuinness sponsors The Keystone Trust.
It’s an organisation established to give students a
hand-up in property related studies.
Visit: www.keystonetrust.org.nz to learn more.
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Site 10 attracts interest
Owain John provides an update on one of LT’s largest
projects in Wellington.
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Who’s the new guy?
by Owain John

Worker’s were recently surprised by the presence of a
strange man lurking around
Site 10.

Site 10 is looking sharp. The façade was fully enclosed back
in April and Levels 1 and 2 were handed over last month.
As expected, the team celebrated with a traditional LT site
shout.
Most of the remaining work is on the ground, 3rd and 4th
floors. The MCHF (main contractor hard fitout) is drawing
to an end and everyone is running full speed to finish their
respective work.
Being a such a high-profile job on the waterfront, we regularly have interested passers-by stopping for a look. Everyone is impressed with how quickly the building has gone up.
Nearly there team!

Adrian,
Bula &
Ronilo
4
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Evan...

we mourn the loss of
this beautiful beard.

On arriving on site, Bryce
Hunter promptly inducted the
newcomer. Assuming he was
part of Hay’s labour hire, Gerry
told him to grab a broom and
start sweeping. Graham Little
asked him to do something
in his unintelligible Scottish
accent, whilst Dave Grindell
shouted at him to work harder
(in his equally unintelligible
Welsh accent). Jeff McHardy boasted to him about his
athletic prowess and Mark
Mulhern asked him whether
he was really needed on-site.
The budget was already tight.
The poor newcomer was
shocked by all the attention.
Eventually blurting out, “Guys,
it’s me Evan! I’ve just shaved
my beard!”

Move over Gordon Ramsey!
Ronald McDonald House in Auckland recently got
a taste of LT’s impressive culinary skills. Agustina
Esmerado talks to The Hard Yards about this delicious
Charity House dinner.
On the afternoon of 17 April, some of our LT McGuinness
Auckland team members got on board with a wonderful, new
experience.

The charity has been supporting New Zealand families (with
a child in hospital) for over 25 years. Volunteers prepare
meals for them to help reduce some of the everyday stress
they face. As soon as LT heard of the opportunity to cook for
these families, we didn’t hesitate to get involved.
Seamus Nolan, or ‘Master Seamus’ (as he now prefers to be
called), proposed the beautiful main: Chorizo and Spinach
Cannelloni, which turned out to be the crowd’s favourite.
Nick Gibbons and Joe Plamus delighted the public with some
live entertainment while the food was being prepared. Joe,
you’ve definitely found your next job in case you get sick of
Services! (see picture)
Apparently, Ben Sarginson’s mopping skills were raised as a
concern and will be addressed at his next Performance Review. The mop was taken off his hands by one of the mothers
when she saw him struggling. Luckily his welding abilities are
immaculate, so nothing to worry about.
Melissa assumed the leading role, making sure everyone was
following instructions and recipes (and of course wearing the
appropriate PPE).

James Cotton and Finn Beggs put their handiwork to the
test. Surely a skill saw would help?

The evening’s main challenge was getting Agustina
and Jess Grindell’s dessert
dishes from the office to
the kitchen without spilling
them. Great job team! We
are proud to report that
the meal was ready to be
served an hour earlier than
scheduled.
Thanks to all the staff
involved: Ronan, Melissa,
James, Declan, Seamus, Ben, Beni, Jess, Joe, Finn,
Nick, Matt, Bruce and Josh. We are looking forward
to the next one!

Joe Plasmus attempts some balloon art.

It all started with our ‘Executive Chef’ Declan Scanlon, who
came up with the idea and recruited the top cooks and kitchen hands from our office and Catalina Bay site. Together with
his assistant Agustina, they planned a menu to cater for 100
people at Ronald McDonald House.

If you are talented in the kitchen, love chopping
veggies or would like to see some happy kids’ faces
then let the AKL office know you are up for our next
dining challenge.

An evening of music and dance for Samoa
Luke Golds-Uil organised a table for LT McGuinness at the
Pacific Disability Support Trust’s Gala Evening, which was
held at the Ellerslie Event Centre.

It was a night of colourful entertainment to raise funds for
the care and support of people with spinal cord injuries in
Samoa. A fun outing out for an important cause.

Auckland staff
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Fitness haven open

End of an era
by Rob Dickinson

In the last edition of The Hard Yards, Jack McGuinness updated us on progress at the University of
Auckland Exercise Science Facility. At the time, the
team were not far off finishing and he is pleased to
report that this sparkling new facilitiy has opened
its doors. Students are enjoying their new learning
and workout space. Special thanks to Chris Guile for
travelling to Auckland to assist with the job.

It was a sad day at the LT McGuinness Plant Yard recently, when, after
many years of faithful service, our
Potain tower crane was bundled
onto trucks and dispatched to a new
owner in Auckland.
Manufactured in 1987, the crane
was soon imported into NZ and
was first erected on
Oriental Parade with
Pepper Construction
the following year.
LT McGuinness Ltd
used it on the Stout
St carpark building
in 1995, and from
there began a great
relationship, so great
in fact that we purchased the crane in
2003 for crane work
at the Odlins Project. From there it went on to Chews Lane, the Wharewaka, Clyde
Quay Wharf and its final job at Project 56 on the Terrace.
The Potain captured the public’s attention in 2013 when the floating crane Hikitia was brought in to help dismantle it towards the
end of the Clyde Quay Wharf apartment construction.
Not renowned for having an overly spacious cab, it has no doubt
helped many a crane driver develop agility and dexterity. LT
McGuinness Crane Manager Jens Normann credits his suppleness
to the many hours spent getting in and out of the Potain’s cab!

BSB Management
Team 2016-2018

Bowen
digger
in action
Nick Morris captured
this image of
demolition work on
the Bowen Annex.

Chris Murray sent us this line-up of the Bowen State
Management Team. Looking very relaxed fellas!

Left to right: Sione Feki, Dion Russell, Steve Lowe, Steve Becker, Ryan Cook, Mitch Aitchison, Adam Guile, Chris Murray,
Adam Pugh, Fue Elisara, Jacob Monk-Taingahue.
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staff news
5 Sione Feki
mins with

Below: Sione, 3rd
from left with some
of the Bowen boys.

1. How
long have
you been
working
for LT?
Been
working
in the
company
for over 10
years and my initial role was labouring.
2. What’s your current role? Favourite part of your job?
Being a Structural Foreman, my favourite part of the job is
trying to expose all of Papa Dion’s trade secrets.
3. Funniest memory on a construction site?
Nick wanted to farewell Mitch on his OE trip by throwing
him in the water at overseas terminal. Sadly… Nick, his
phone and wallet went into the water together with Mitch.
Both parties were unhappy as the incident was recorded
on video.
4. What are your interests outside of work?
Big and near impossible challenges…for example:
1) convincing Sean McGuinness to attend Karaoke night at
Taita Pub (like he promised); 2) Dan McGuinness to do the
21km run at the Napier Iron Maori this year; 3) Kerrin to
upgrade his work vehicle so I can drive his old truck.

The latest recruits
Sam Boult and Adam Guile recently took part in
charity event, the Rickshaw Run through India.
Their team raised money for Cool Earth, a non-profit organisation working alongside rainforest
communities to reduce deforestation and climate
change. Sam Boult describes their adventure, and
how they managed to scout out a few potential
staffers along the way.
The plan was simple: travel 2900kms in two weeks from
the south of India (Kochi) to the north-west (Jaisalmer) in a
glorified two-stroke, 200cc three-wheeled tuk tuk. Albeit,
in 40 degree blistering heat, dealing with numerous breakdowns, selfie requests and dodgy passing manoeuvres!
A typical day involved around eight hours of driving with no
set route, no back up and no real idea of where we were
going to end up that night... well if it wasn’t for google
maps. Between the seven of us, we had three rickshaws, all
of which were painted in our own custom design.
The longest day was 410kms, despite having a top speed
of 50 kph! We successfully arrived in Jaisalmer, close to
the Pakistan border (not boarder) on the 13th day in sight
of the finish line, and enjoyed some cold Kingfishers to
celebrate.

5. What is something unusual that most people don’t
know about you?
I have never been in trouble with the police… ever! And I
have given up smoking.

A flipping good night
A fun night was had by all who went along to watch the
Vietnamese circus performance ‘À O Làng Pho’ as part of
the New Zealand Arts Festival. This was a modern circus
show which incorporated stunning acrobatics and fast
beats. The packed out
St James Theatre was
filled with ‘Oooohs’ and
‘Ahhhs’ as the performers leapt from trick to
flip. The performance
was proudly sponsored
by LT McGuinness.

Seen in the photos are some potential recruits who were
spotted in Jaislamer with the latest in LT attire…
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staff news

Follow us
@ltmcguinness_construction

If you have a good story for The Hard Yards,
email: kate.mcguinness.wellington@gmail.com

Announcements

Go speed racer
Auckland staff experienced a
fun afternoon on the track at
Extreme Karting in East Tamaki.

Welcome

Kirsty and J
ono Rowe
announced th
e arrival of
Summer Isab
ella Rowe,
born 9 April
2018
Another 8 lb
bubba! Cute.

Right:
John
Harrison
comes
around
the bend.
Below:
Morgan
Loughnan
cheers the
team on.

A warm welcome to new staff:
Josh Grado and Michael Bowker have
joined us in Auckland. In Wellington,
graphic designer Heath Crawford has
settled into our office.

Les Taylor remembered
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Simon, Rawiri, Ene and Joe

by Peter McGuinness

On Friday 27 April four teams from LT took
part in the Les Taylor Memorial Bowls
Tournament held at the Hutt Bowls Club.
The event raised $5000 for the Te Omanga
Hospice.
Les would have been proud of the turn out,
particularly from
his LT workmates.
I think we can
say, “bowls was
the winner on the
day” with Les’ wife
Joy presenting
the trophy to the
successful team.
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Luke Golds-Uili
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Racing is thirsty work, so the
team enjoyed drinks and nibbles
later at The Longroom in Ponsonby. Thanks to Agustina and
Melissa for organising this social
event.
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Thanks to all the kids
who entered!
We were impressed
with the bright
colours and unique
designs of entries.
The competition
winner is 10-yearold Ollie Brown,
who wowed us
with his creative
monster
pattern!

